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THE 


PREFACE. +» 


Reader, » 
O matter who, but what ; and yet if thou wouldſt 
know the Author, he is an English-Man, and there- 
fore obliged to this —_— and the Liews that made 
him free. | *: | | 
That ſingle Conſe "4x39 Sid enovel to a bi 
Undertaking ; for 'tis to perſwade his Country Men to be de- ». j 


livered of the greateſt 1 oke a Nation can well Suffer undey. ; 
Perial Laws for Religion Al meg. t And" ngw new FSibeſ,; j 
both the who, and {ai ; I} thou art Wiſe aid Good, | 
thow-ort-above-my-Epethites, and more my Flatteries ; If 

not, 1 am in the Right to let jam alone. Read, Think 

af Judge. Liberty, English and Chriſtian, is all eat 


19 longht in the enſuing Diſcourſe, 


o 


-— 


Adicu. 
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| Muſt own, it is my Averſion at this time, to meddle with Publick Matters, 


and yet my Duty to the Publick will not let me be ſilent. They that move 

8 by Principles mutt nor regard Times nor Fafion:, but what is jt, and what is 

x 14-204 | —_ and tbat-no' Man oufht-to ſcruple, nor no Time nor Intereſt 
to conteſt. b” 

' The firgle Queſtion 1 go upoti, and which does imediately concern & exerciſe 
the-Minds of the thinking as well as talking menof this Kingdorn, is, whether it be 
fee "mn Fopeal the'Pemal Laws and Teſs, in matter; of Ret 17 or not. rake the afhr mative 
of the Queſtion; and humbly ſubmit my Reaſons to every reaſonable Conſcience. 
I ay reaſomble, becuaſe Thar which knows not its own Duty, Prificiples and In- 
torch, is notTo, and Thar which is not lingo da to others as it would be done 

| by, leſs deſerves to be thought ſo. © 74.1 0 ins > Br 
Nowth&re are three forts of People that will find themſelves concerned in this 
4 Queſtion; the Church of Englantd; rhe Ronin Catholic; and: the Proteſtans Difſemer, 
| and theſe-tmake up the whole Body/of the Kingdom ; If itappear'to be their 
wy Þo DerysPrintiples and Intereſt; the/ ons gain'd; and tio bodyislefrto gom- 
plain;\and/it Lam miftaken, ics with' art faclination tofeeverthern all, 
thattheir-g6d@natare'cannot but plea by Friſe; THbccially when they confider 
Lam neither mov'd by Hopes nor Fears, Private LoSbr Gain being farther from 

| 'my thought;thenl hops they are trom a good Underſtanding. : 
: I Gy, ff; then it isthe'Divey of all 'of then, becaufethey all profe(s that Reli- 
ion which wakes itcheir common.dity todoit; Chriftianicy, I mem : For no 
riſtian hy deprive uny mw his —attaier. for matters of Faith and 
Worſhip rowatde God, in xfie way «thinks tnbit agreeable to the Will of 
God; becaufe it'is necefary to #'Obriftianro- believe that Faith is the:Gitr of 
Godalone, and that He only is Lord df Coniſcience, and isable truly to enlighten, 
periwadeand eftablifhit ; -#ad-conſequent!y that prejudicing Men in their Per- 


_ {ons or ) envaprivieg them bf any Station in the'Government, they might 
\ athetwiſe, tor. de capable to fetvethe Publick ings contrary to the ten- 
A . derneſs & equity of that Religion ; whick will yer futtheruppear, if we conſider 


that Chriſtianity is the ſole Religion of the World, that is bui}t on the Principles 
of Love ; which brought with it the greateſt Evidences of Truth. Equally con- 
| vincing our mens >» wihits Ligh/, and bearing down our Senſes with its 
Miracle; : Which filenc'dthe Oracles of the Keathens by the [Divine Power pre 
dj ſent witch its and van uiſhe their Hearts, that had lefe nothing elſe to conquer, 
wen ph re ror With their O6urts and Armies in triemph after the 

deſpiſed Cro/-of him, who'wes theholy wid Dlefed 'Auchor of tt. 

; It was hethat laid not his Religion'in worldlyErpire, nor uſed the methods of 
worldly Princesto propagate it; as it came from Heaven, ſo that only ſhould have 
the Honor of proteting & promotttig ic. His whole buſineſs ro Mankind, from 

frſtro laſt, was Love. 'T was firſt Loye in his "_ to ſand him(as $t.Fobn teaches) 
pa 


Goa 


God /0-lowed the World that be ſent bis Son, evc. It was love in Jeſus Chirſt to come 
on that Arrand ; that he, who thought it no Robbery to be equal with God, ſhould take the 
form of a Servant to adopt ns Childreng and make himſelf of no Reputation with the World, 
that be might make us of Reputation with God his Father. 

And he did not only come in much Love, but preach't it and preſt it both ro 

Friends and Foes ; Love one another, Love Enemies, do good to them that hate you, forgive 
them that treſpaſs againſt you ; what you witld that other men ſhould do unto you, do that unto 
them ; by theſe things ſHall all Men know you are my Diſciples ;, for I came not to deſtroy Mens 
Liver, no, not for Religion it ſelf; for my Kingdom, Power, Force, Weapons, and 
Victory are ne: of this World, - In all this Love prevails. It was his great,his new, 
his laſt Commandment ; of all his Diſciples, the moſt perſued by his beloved 
One, that in his Boſom had learn'd his Heart, as bis Divine DoQrine of Love 
io his Epiftletells us. 
- 'Ashe liv'd in Love, ſo hedied in Love, with us, and for us, and that while we 
were rebellious 100 5 ayy he pray'd and dy'd for thera who put him to Death, ſhewing 
us ({ays St. Peter) an Example that we alſo ſhould follow his Steps, And what are they ? 
doubtleſs the Steps of Love, the Path he trod : Todo good to Mankind, Enemies 
as well as Friends, that we may be like our OY! —_ png his Sxn to 
ſhink, and his Rein 10 fall upon the juſt and wyuſt. This mu the Apoſtles mean» 
ing, forthe reſt of his Pafſion was Tnimizble. 

Now if this be the Dodtrine of Chriſt, the Nature of Chriſtianity, the Praftice of the 
Primitive Church, that, like Adam, was created in full Strength, Beauty and Wiſdom, 
and fo an Exampleto eG pee Begg, end to which we ſo often re» 
"—_ Original ap with | 10a = —— can _—_ 

ickte to keep Impriſoning, Baniſhing: en ſhing, Hanging 6nd Quartering Law: On 
foot for Religion Ce En ently renin fas are by Creed Profeſſors of 
Chriſtianity as well as theraſclyes. | | 

I know the Caſe is put hard by thoſe that have the Laws on their fide, + de 
this te ſave our ſelves ; but an harder Caic than Chrifts can nevet be put, whoſe 
Anſwer in his, ought to reſolve theirs fully. 7 

Chriſt is ſent by his Father ifos the en of the World : He introduces and 
proves his Miſſion by Miracles, and the great Authority of his Word and Do- 
Qrine ; His Followers fully ſatisfied who be was, whence he came, what be 
pF and how eminently confirm'd, grew impatient at Contradiction ; they 

thei Lord, becuaſe they though he wan going for From te pace then 
rain their 1 was going ace of their 
greateſt averſion ; theſe Diſciples were for having but the Word from his Mouth, 
and they would, in imitation of Elijah, have called for Fire from Heaven ro have dr- 
ftroy'd them. But he turned and rebuktd themy and ſaid, ye knew not whe manner of 
Spirit ye are of, for the Son of Man ir not come 10 Men; Liver, but to ſabe ther, 
This Anſwer is to purpoſe, and for all times, to be ſure Chriftian ones ; and the 
higher the Pretenfions of any Party are to Chriſtianity, the more inexcuſable it 
they practice the contrary. Would not Chriſt then hurt ehera that refuſed bim, 
and can we hurt our Neighbours for.aqt.receiving us? -He condemned that Spi- 
rit in his Diſciples, and ſhall we aphold'tbe fame, Spirit, and that by Law too, 
which he condemned by-his Goſpel? This is killing for Gods ſake, —_— charg d 
by Chriſt with Impiety. They ſball think, fays he to his Diſciples, rbey do God goo! 
ſervice to kill you ; who ſhould think 10 ? why the Chriſtian Perſecurers. Is it their pro- 

perty todo ſo? yes, what ſhall one think ghen of thoſe Chriſtians that profeſs ' 
e 


*t 
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The Jew: were grievoufly puniſhed of God, for that abomination of Sacri- 
ficing their Children to Moloch, but theſe Laws, though they change the Ob- 
jet, they have not leſſen'd the Sin ; for rhey offer up Man, Woman and Child, and 
—_— they ſay *cis to God, no matter for that, ſince it makes their Caſe 
worſe, for *tis to imagine that ſo 'good, ſo juſt, ſo ſenſible, ſo merciful a 
Beeing can take pleaſure in ſo much Cruelty, Well, bur if we mt not knock Folks 
on the Head, what muſt we do with them? Take an Anſwer at the Mouth of Truth 
and Wiſdom. Let the Tare: ani Wheat gr:w together till tbe Harveſt ; whats that ? 
he tells y ou, ':i the end of the World ; (o that whatever the Church of England is, tis 
certain Chriſt is for a Toleration, and his Doctrine is always in Faſhion ; what 
he was, he is, and will be; he went not by Reaſons of State, or Cuſtoms of 
Countries ; = _—_ was better built, who came to give Law, and not 
toreceive ir, and 'tis a Light: and Rule toalltimes: And He that loves Father, or 
Mother, or Wifey or Children, or Houſe, or Land better than him, that is, his Dottrine 
(of which this is ſo great a part) is noe worchy of him 3 and I fear no other Reaſon 
induces the Church of England to decline it. 

To confirm what has been ſaid, though I deſign Brevity, let me not loſe ano- 
cher Paſſage very pregnant co cur purpole; when his Diſciples had accompliſbc 
theic firſt Mifſion, at cheir return they gave him the Hiſtory of their Travels : 
Among the reſt, they tell him of onethey met with, that in his Name caſt out 
Devils, but becauſe he would not follow with them, they forbad bin: ; here is at 
leaſt a Diflenting Chriſtian, though a Believer, yet it ſeems not one of that clo- 
ler Congregation ; weallo ſec their Zeal and Sentence. But what ſays the Ma- 
ſer, yer alive, and with them, the infallible Doctor, in whoſe Mouth was no 
Guile, who had nor the Spirit by meaſure, and was the great Wiſdom of God 
to his People,was heof the ſame mind, or did he leave them without rule in the 
Point? His Anſwer is this. And [eſus [aid 0 them, foxbid him not/ /or he that 
is not ageinf u; i for us. The Prohibition is taken off, and their Judgment revers'd, 
and from his, to be ſure, there lies no Appeal. For though a Power of Decifion 
were allow'd to ſome one or mure on Earth, in matters obſcure and undeter- 
min'd, yet in caſes already adjudged by the Son of God himſelf, who had the Chair, and 
could not Err, there can be no rcom for another Judge. 

Now to apply it, I muſt firſt ay, I find no ſuch Diſciples among thoſe that 
are of the ſide of Sooging op the Penal Laws, God knows. the diſparity is but too 
unequal, But next, if they were all Twelve in W{minfter- Abby, and ſhould be 
of the fide of u ing the Peza! Law:, (which is the wrong kde they were ot 
before) I ſhould beg their Pardon, if I were of their Maſters mind, and o>ject- 
ed his Wiſdom to their Zeal, and his gentle Rule to their harſh and narrow ]udg- 
ment. And ] beſeech the Church of Enz/and to conſider, that no Pretence can 
excule her Difſent, and leſs ber croſs Practice tothe Judgment of her Saviour : 
A Judgment that ſeems given and ſetled for the Condutt of the Church on the like Occa- 


ſions in ſucceeding timez, And 'tis pity any worldly thing ſhould haveplace with 


her to divert her Obedience. Did Chriſt then come to fave Mens Lives, and 
not to deſtroy them ? And ſhould the (ihe I ay, that pretends to be a retormed 
Church) uphold choſe Laws that do deſtroy them * He, Alas! wert to another 
Village inſtead of burning them, or theirs, for refuſing him : And ſhe forbics 
any, that belongs to any other, to lodge in hers, upon pain of loohng Life or 
Edtne; This may make her a Samaritan indeed ; but not the good Dre, whole 
Ex+mple would have taught her, inſtead of theſe ſharp and ruder Remedies, 


to 


(6) 
"to have poured the Oyl of Peace and Gladneſs into thoſe Chops and Wounds 
thar Time and Reatsof alt Hands had made in every Religious Party of Men, 
Nor does ſhe loſe any thing by Repealing thoſe Laws, but the Power of Perſc- 
cuting, and a good Church would never have the Temptation, Come ſome 
body muſt begin to forgivey let her not leave that Honour to another, nordraw 
upon her ſelf the Guile and Milchief of refuſing it. She pretends to fear the 
Strokes of the R»manift;, but I would fain know of her, if. following their 
Example will conyert them, or (ecure her > Does ſhe hope to keep them out 
by the Weapors that have fail'd intheir Hands, or can ſhe honourably cenſure. 
Perſecution in them, and yet uſe it her (elf ? 

Burthe is extreamly ſcandal'd and ſcared at rhe Severity; npon Proteſtants in France 
"Lis (certainly very (ill ; Þut do not the Laws ſhe is fo fond of point at the ſame 
Work; Coutrozmnuy , or Gun And don't we know; \that in ſome Places, and 
upon ſome Perties her Magiſtrates have plow'd as deep Furrows,eſpecially with- 
10 chekt (ix and -ewenty Years, Hiurbands ſeparaced from their IWrves, Parents fron 
their Children, the TVid;ws Bed and the Orphans Milk made a Prize for Religion, Hou- 
fes firirtry. Barns agd Fideds fpneper cleans Priſons crowded without regard, zo Sect or. Age, 
avd fame bah:iforts Drnginid:to Death, : and all for Religion. If thefays theytwere 
peeweſh Man, Biggar, or tnov'd by private Intere?, the ſtill made'ittie Laws,, and 
ſaysna more for ker ſelf than the French fay for their King, which yet the re- 
fuſesro take for sn'anſwer. Perhaps I could paralel ſome of the levereſt Paſſages in 
that Kingdom ourof the Attions. of ſome Members of the Church of England 
in coo! Blood, "thavenecven yetfor continuing the Penal Law:supon their plunder'd 
Neighbours ;/o thatthns Refleftion.of hers upon Franets is more-popular than 
juif tronrher. Bur I:hefevch her to look upon a Country tour times bigger than 
Frante; Germany '| means and ſhe will there {ce both Religions practis'd with 
great Eaſe and Amity, yet of this we muſt not hear one _ I hope it is nor 
for fear of imitatingit. However 'tis dilingenious to object the Miſchiefs of 
Popery 'to a'generalEafſe, when we fee it is the way to prevent them. - This is 
but in the name of Popery tv keep all ro ber elf, as well from Proteſtant Difſenters, 
as Roman Catholicks. How Chriſtian, how equal; how ſafe,that narrow Method 
is, becomes her well to confder, & methinks ſhe :ought not to be long about it. 

I know ſhe flatters herſelf, and others to belieye, the is a Bulwort againſt \Po- 
pery $3- and with that, without any farther Security to other Proteſtants, wipes 
her Mouth of all old Scores, and makes her preſent Court for Aditftante. But 
when that word Bulwerk is examined, I fear it appears too mean no- more than 
this, That ſhe would keep out Popery for thas reaſon for whichſbe,apprehends. Papery woul.! 
turn er outy Viz. L mpozal Intereſt. But may I without Ofence ack ker, 
when ſhe kept Perſecution out ? Or if ſhe keeps out-Popery for any bodies fake 
but her own * Nay, if it be notto hold the Power ſhe has in hor bands, that ſhe 


would frighten other Parties (now ſhe has done her worſt) with what miſchict 


Popery would do them when it has Power. But to ſpeak freely, can ſhe be a 
Bulwork in the Caſe, that has been bringing the worſt part of Popery in theſe 
tix "and twerity Years,"14 Perſecution be 10 as ſhefays it: is 2. 'Fhis would be call'd 
Canting to the World in others. But I hear ſbe begins ro [ae ber Fanlty ir heartily ſor - 
ry \for it, and promiſes tado ſonomore: And why may not Papery be as wile, that 
bes alſo burnt ber Fingers with the ſame work 2 Their praying for eafe by Law 
looks as if they choſe Thatrather than Power for Securuy — if ſo, why may 
not the Papiſts Live, "as well as ſhe-Reign ? I am none of their Advocate, I am 
no 


mood 


++ 


*+ 


ne Papiſt, but I would be juſt and merciful too. However, 'T muſt telf her; 
that keeping che Laws on. foot; by which ſhe did the miſchief, is none ofthe 
plaineſt Evidences of her Repenrance : They that can believe ir, have little rea- 
ſon to quarrel the unaccountableneſs of Tranſubſtantiation. Js it unjuſt in 
Popery to invade her Priviledges, and can it be juſt in her to provoke it, by de- 
nying a Chriſtian Liberty? or can ſhe expeCt what ſhe will not. give? or not&o 
as ſhe would be done by, becauſe ſhe fears others will not obſarvethe fame©Rule 
toker? Is not this ding Evil that Grod may: com? of. it, and that uncertain t60, a- 
gainſt an expreſs Command as well as common Charity ? Bur to ſpeak freely, 
whether we regard the Circumſtances of the King, the Relation of his Children, 
the inequality of the Number and Strengh of thoſe of cach of their Communi- 
ons, we- muſt conclude, that the, Averhon of the Church of Ezcland to this in- 
treated Liberty, cannot reaſonably be thought to come from the Fear ſhe has of 
tne prevalency of Popery, but the loſs of that Power the La gives herto don\i- 


' neer oyer.all Diſſenters. And is not thisa K:re Mative for a Chriſtian Church to 


continug,Penal Laws for Religion? If her Piety be not able to maintain ker 
upon equyl terms, methinks her having ſo much the whip hand and ſtart of all 0- 
thers, ſhould ſatisfy her Ambition, and quiet her Fears ; tor 'tis poiſible for her to 
keep the Churches if the Laws were abolithed ; all the difference is, ſhe could not 
rce: She might perſwade and convince whatſhe could : And pray, is not that: 
cnqugh for a true Church, without Gowes, Whips, Haters and Gibbers? O what 
Corruption is that has prevail'd over Men of ſuch Pretenſions to Light and Con- 
ſcience ? that they donor, or will not, ſee nor feel their cwn Principles one re- 
move fram themſelyes ; but ſacrifice the nob!eſt part of the Retormarion to Am- 
bition; and compel Men to truckle their tender Conſciences to the Grandure 
agd Dominion. of their Doctors. Fes © | 
But becauſe the' Sons of the Church of England keep at this time, ſuch a ſtir in 
her fayour, and fix /her excellency in her oppotition to Popery , iris worth while 
to conlider alittle further, if really the moſt feared and Gilagreecble part of Po- 
pery in her own opinion, does not belong to her, and if it docs, ſhould we not 
be » a fine Condition, to be in love with our Fetters, and to court our Mite- 
I 320287! 
"Thar tof, Popery Which the Church of England with moſt ſucces objacts a+ 
-x;oft, is her Violence. This is that the can only pretend to fear: Her Dottrines 
the partly prafeſſes,or thinks ſhe can cafily refure. Shedors not think tet Do 
Ctors Conjurers for their Tranſubfarctiation, of dangeronyto the Stete fortiiour Board ,. 
Or their Purgatory. Bui foreng ethers ro ther Faub, of runny them for ret” 3s "iv 
the tereible thing we are taught; by ber ts apprehend, Now granting this to bethe cate, 
in reference to the, Roman Religion, where it is 1n tas Chir: ] a8, vt the 
Church of Ergiazs, Withhor beater Dactrines, hs not beon guilry of this T-5p12- 
ty,40d for that cauſe mqrg blaneabicethan the Church 3ncoppeſes3 ſo much - "If 
we look ino.her Acts of Srare; we find them many, and birter, avatait ak forts 
of Niſſenters, There is nigh (wenty Laws made and yerin force, to Guntiieln 
Conformity, and they have been exocuted too, as tar 2nd as often 2s tkethought 
it /n. for her Intereſt to let thetn, Sams ave been Hang 4, matt Ban, & We. | 
Priſonedg andy/ojmeto Death 3 and aburtaice Improcrifh d ; andall this rmeerty ibr k c- 
ligion : Tho, by a baſe and barbarous uſe of Words; ihas' deenjcatid 1:22). 2, 
Seditign Rows and Ris; the worlt of aggravations, lince thty'are not contented: 
to make caple;unbappy for their Diſſent, but rob thera of allthay! had lefty cs, e 
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Tanocency. This has been her State Craft to coin Guilt, and make men ous, 
to have her ends upon them. * But that way of Palliating Perſecution, by ren- 
dring a thing that it is not, and puniſhing men for Crimes they never comminted, 
ſhow but liccle Conſcience in the Projetors. The Church of England crys 
out sgainſt Tanſubſtantiation, becaule of the Inviſibility of the Change. She 
don't ſee Chriſt there, and therefore he is not there, and yet ber Sons do 
the ſame thing. Forthoall the tokens of a Riot are as inviſible in a Difſenters 
Meeting, as Chriſt ia the T ranſubſtantiation, yet it muſt be a Riot without an 
more todo : The Engliſh of which is, 'tis a Riot to pray to God in the humbl 
and peaceableſt manner in a Conventicle. 

I know it is ſaid, The Blood ſhed in the foregoing Reign, and the Plots of the Papifts 
againft Q +51 Elizabeth, drew thoſe Law: from the Church of England. Bur this was 
no rcaſon why ſhe ſhould do ill becauſe they bad done fo : Beſides, it may be 
anſwered, that that Religion having ſo long intermixt it (elf with worldy Power, 
it gave way totake the revenges of ic. And certainly the great men of the Church 
of England endeavouring to intercept Ducen Mary, by proclaiming the Lady Jane Gray, 
ard the Appreherſion the Papifts had of the becter Tule of Mary Queen of Scots, together 
with a long Poſſeſſion, were icurvy 'Temprations to kindle ill g againt that 
extraordinary Queen. Buttho nothing can excuſe and leſs juſtife cruel 
Proceedings ; yet if there were any realon for the Laws, it is plainly removed ; 
for the Intereſts are joyn'd, and have been ſince King Fam: the firſt came to the 
Crown. However, *tis certain there were Laws encugh, or they might have bad 
them, to punith all civil Enormities, without the neceflity of making any againſt 
them as Papitts. And ſothe civil Government had ſtood upon its own Legs, and 
Vicesonly againſt it had been punithable by it. In ſhort, it was the falſeft Step 
that was made in all that Gone Reign, and the moſt diſhonourable to the 
Principles of the firſt Reformers, and therefore I knew no better Reaſon why ir 
ſhould be continued, than that which made the Cardinal in the Hiſtory of the 
Councit of Trent oppole the Reformation at Reme ; That tho it was true that they 
were inthe wrong, yet the admitring ofeit approved the Judgment of their Exemier,and 
ſo good-meght to Infaiibuliry. Let not this be the Practice of the Church of England, 
and the rather, becauſe ſhe does not pretend to it : But let her reflect, that ſhe has 
loſt her King from her Religion, and they that have got him, naturally hope for 
theirs by him, that 'tis the end they labour'd, and the great uſe they have for 
him, and I would fain wonder that Che never faw it before ; but whether ſhe did 
or no, why ſhould ſhe begrudg it, at leaſt refule it now? Since 'cis plain, that 
there is nothuang we eſteem dangerous in Popery that other Laws are not ſuffici- 
ent to {ſecure us from : Have we not enough of them ? let her think of more, 
and do the beſt ſhe can to diſcover Plorters, puniſh Traiters, ſuppreſs the Seditions, and 
keep the Peace better than thoſe we have can enable us todo: for Gods ſake, 
let us never direct Laws againſt Men for the cauſe of Religion, or puniſh them 
before they have otherwiſe done amils. Let Mens Works, not their Opinions, 
rarn _ Edg of the MagiRrates Sword againſt ther, elſe 'tis Beheading them be- 
tore are Born. 

By the common Law of this Kingdom there muſt be ſome Real! nd Proper O- 
vere AA that proves Treaſon ; forne Malice that proves Sedition ; and ſome vie- 
lent Attion that proves aRoutcor Riot. If ſo, ts call any ſort of Religious Order;, the 
one, or Praying 10 God in a way out of faſhion, the other, is prepoſtrous, and puniſh- 
ing Rog for it, down Murtbery or Breach of the Peace, according to the true 

ule of Words, and the old Law of England. If 
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If the Church bf Fngland fears the growth of Popery, let her be true to the 
Religion ſhe'owns, and bertake her ſelf ro Fairh, rather than Force, by a piour, hum- 
ble, and a good Example: To conumce and perſwade, Which is the higheſt honour ro 

-any Church, and the greateſt Victory over men. I am tor a National Church 
as well as ſhe; {oit be by Conſent, and not by Coyffraine. Bur Cocrcive Church- 
"es have the /ame Principle, tho not the ſame Intereſt. A Church, by Law ef.2bl:ſbed, 
is a Stare: Church, and that is no Argument of Verity, unleſs the State that makes 
her fo 'be infallible ; and becauſe that will not be aſſerted, the other can never 
oblige the Conſcience, and conſequently the Compulſion ſhe uſes, is unrealon- 
able. This very Principle juſtifie: the King of France, 2d the Inquiſition, For 
Laws tcing equally of Force in all Countries where they are wade, it muſt be 
as much: Fault in the Church of England: Judgment to be a Proeefant at Rome, or a 
Cabvinift at Paris, as to be @ Papiſt at London: Then where is Truth or Conlci- 
ence but in the Laws of Countries? which renders her an Ho55if, notwithftand- 
ing her long and loud Clamours againſt the Leviathan. MT 
"Sous her. for the Love of Chriſt, that ſhe would thick of theſe things, and 
not eſteem me her Enemy for performing the part of ſo good « Friend. Plain 
Dealing becomes that CharsQer ; no matter whether the Way be agreeable, ſo 
it be right : weare all todo our Duty, and leave the reſt to God : He can beſt an- 
ſwer for our Obedience, that commands i ;' and our Dependance upon his 
Word, will be our Security in our Condut. What weight is itto a Church » 
that the is The Church by Law efabl:iſhed, when no humane Law can make a true 
Church ? A true Church is of Chriffs making, and is by Gotpel eſtabliſhed. 'Tis 
a Reflection to a Church that would bet be true, to foop to humane Law for 
her Eſtabliſhmene. I have been often ſcandal'd at that Expreſſion from the Sons. 
of the Church of England, eſpecially thoſe of the Robe, What do you talk for 2 our 
op is by Low eſtabliſhed, a8 if that determin'd the Queſtion of its Truth againſt 

Il other Perſwahbons. 

The Jews had this to ſay againſt our Saviour, PV have a Law, and by our Law 
be ought ro Dye. The Primitive Chriſtians, and ſome of our firſt Reformers Died 
as by L aw eftabliſhed, if that would mend the matter; but does that make i: 
lawfulto a Chriſtian Conſcience ? we muſt ever demur tothis Plea, No greater 
Argument of a Churches Defection from Chriſtianity than turning Perlecutor. 
"Tis true, the Scripture ſays, The Earib ſhall belp che Woman, but that was to ſave 
her (elf, ner ro deſtroy other; : For 'tis the Token that's given by the Holy Ghoſt of 
a falſe Church ; That none muſt Buy or Sell in her Dominions that will not rective her 
Mark in their Forehean,, or Right hand. That is by going to Church againſt Con- 
ſcience, or bribing luſtily roſtay at Home. 

Things don't change, tho men do, Perſecution is ſtill the ſame, let the hand 
alter never ſooften ; but the Sin may not : For doubtleſs it is greateſt in thoſe 
that make the higheſt claim to Reformation. For while they plead their own 
Light for doing ſo, they hereby endeavour to extinguiſh anothers Light that can'r 
concur. Whata Man can't do, it is nor his Fault he don t do, nor ſhould he be compell'd 
fo do ity and at leaft of all be puniſhed for not doing it. No Churth can give Faith, and 
therefore can't force it ; for what is conflrain'd is not Believed ; ſince Faith 1s in thas ſenſe 
free, and conſlr aint gives no time to aſJent 3 I ſay, what I do: t willi; nor TI, and what I don't 
chooſe it none of mine, and anothers can't ſave me, tho is ſhould ſave im. So that this Me- 
thod never obtains the end deſign'd, ſince it Saves no body, becauſe it Converts 
no body ; it may breed Hypecriſee, but that is quite —_ thing than ons > 
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What then is.the uſe of Penal Laws? only to ſhew the Sincerity of them 
that Suffer , . and Cruelty of rhoſe tha: make and execute them. And all time tells 
us they have ever fail'd thoſe that have lean'd upon them: They have al- 
ways: been loſers at laſt : Beſides, it is a moſt unaccountable obſtinacy in the 
Church of England to ſtickle to uphold them, for after having made it a matter 
of Religion and Conſcience to Addreſs the late, King in behalf of this, to think 
He ſhould leave his Conſcience in Flander:, or when they waited on him to 
the. Crown, that, he ſhould ſend-it thithber upon a Pilgrimage, is want of Wit at 
beſt, paxdon the cenſure. they conſcientiouſly oppoſe his Excluſion for 
his Religion, and now his Religion becaulc he will not leave it? Orcan they 
reaſonably maintain thoſe Ty: that were contrived to exclude him when Duke 
of York, While they endured none to hinder him from the Crown? 1 heartily beg 
the Church of England: excule, if I ſay I can't comprehend her : Perhaps the 
fault is mine, but ſure I am ſhe is extreamly dark. How could ſhe hope for 
this King without his Conſcience ? or conceive that his Honour or Conſcience 
would let; him leave the Members of bis Communion under.the laſh of fo 
many Deſtroying Laws ? would ſhe be ſo ſerv'd by a Prince of her own Re- 
ligion, and ſhe in the like circumſtances ? She would not, let her talk till Dooms- 


Toobje& the Kings Promiſe, when he came to the Crown, sgainſ the Re- 
peal of the Penal Laws, ſhows not his Infincerity, but her UſncharitableneGs, 
or. that really ſhe has « very weak place: For it is plain the King firft declared 
his own Religion, and then promiſed to maintam bers 5 but was that to be with- 
out, or together with his own? His Words ſhows he intended that his own 
ſhould Live, tho Pother might Reign, 1 fay again, it is aot credible that a Prigce 
of any Sincerity-can'refuſe a being to bis own Religion, when he continues .a- 
nother in its well being. T his were to,a&t vpon, State not: Cunſcierce, and to 
make more Conſcience to uphold a Religion he cannot be of, . than of giving. ea/ 
to bne his Conſcience bbliges Lim to be of. I cannot, imagin how, this Though: a 7 
enter intoany Head that bad Brains, os Heart that had Honeſty. And to fay true, 
they. muſt beg ſort of State Confciences, Cox{ignces:aS by Law Eſtablighd, 
that can- follow. the Law againſt their Convictions. |, oo, 
.2.- Burivbi& is not all I have to: obſerye from that ObjeSion: Iv implics too cxi- 
dencly, firſt, thar ſhe thinks her ſelf ſpater, if the-Pengl Laws: be repentd; then 
by Law Eftabliſked ſhe muſt 'mieany | Efabliſbed by $hoſe Penal Laws. ndly, 
That the King having promiſed to maintaja her,. as by Law eſtabliſhed, be 
ought 'not ta: endeavour their (Repeal by which ſhe is etabliſied, I confels this is very 
cloſe arguing, but then ſhe muft not take. it ill, if all, Men thigk/her ill foung- 
ed; for any thing muſt be ſoy that in cſtabliſhed:by deſtroying Laows?, Laws, 
that Time and-.PraRice have decldred Enemies tQ Property and Conſcience, 
I&her not hold by: that' Charter, nor: point thither for her. Eftablihment and 
Defence,' if ſhe would beth « Chriſtian Church. | Tor 

P/:t2»cþ had rather one ſhould 'thipk there never was foch, a Man. in tþc 
World, than that Plutard\ Was an.ill Man. Shallthe Church of England, that 
glories in-a great Lights br more concern'd for ber Powers than her Creait ? To be, 
than to'be-that which the ſhould be? I would ſay, far be.it from ber, or. ber 

- own fake, 4nd which is of much more moment, for the ſake of the general 
*Caufe of K 100. "a *: p'RC 11:2 bu2 $ 2 | 1* 14 * ev 
Let us {es' therefore" if: there be not another way of. naceriending :Sofs 


ords, 
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Words, more decent to the King, and more honourable for her, viz. that ſhe 
is in the National Chair, bas the Churches and Rovenue:, and 44 Mother of thoſe that. 
do not adhere ts any ſencrate Communmon, and that the King has promiſed to maint ain her. 
in this Pais from the Irvaſien: of any other Perſwaſion that weld wreſ? the Priviledges 
out of ber h.mds ; tins he promiſed formerly ; this he has very particularly re+ 
peated-in tins gracious Declaration : But ro Ruin Men that would not Conform, 
while himſelt was to great a Di {enter, and came ſuch, to her knowledge, to 
the Crown, can be no part of his Promites in the Opinion of common denſe 
and Charity. 15 there no Diftcrence to be obſerved between not turning her 
out, and deſtroying all others not of her Communion : He will not turn her 
out, there's his Promiſe, and he has not done it, there's his Performance : Nor 
will he do it, ] am confident, if the pleaſes. But there is no manner of neceflt- 
ty ffom this Engagement that all Parties clic /are to be Confounded. Tho if it 
were fo, *tis ill Divinity to preſs fuch Promiſes upon a Princes Conſcience, 
that can't be perform'd with a good One by Any Body. 

. Let her remember how often ſhe has upbraided her Diſſenters with this, 
Render to Czlar the things that are Cefars, whilſt they have returned upon her 
cother half of the Text, ang render unto God the things that ave Godr. It happens 
now that God and. Cx/ar are both of a tyind, which perhaps does not always 
fall out,at leaſt about the Point in hand,” Will ſhe Diſſent from both now © 
Her caſe, believe me, will be doubtful then. 1 beg her to be Confiderate.' 
'Tis the greateſt time of Tryal ſhe has met with fince ſhe was a Church. To 
acquit her ſelf like a Member of Chrifts UniverſaFOne, let her keep nothing 
that voids ber Pretenfions. The Babyton;/b Garment will undo her. Practices 
Inconfkiſtent with ber Reformation will ruin her.” The Martyr Blood Were 
che Day, and her Severity has almoft loſt it. They Suffer'd by Law, ſhe makes 
Laws for Suflering. Is this an Imitation of their pratice, to uoholl the W:1pon: of 
their Deſtrutlion * I] muſt tell her, *tis being « Martyr for Perſecution, and not by 
it. Another Path then thatthe holy Ancients, and our humble Anceftors troc, 
and which will lead her to be deſerted and contemn'd of every body that counts 
it ſafer to follow the Blefſed Rule and Practice of Chriſt and his in{pir'd Meſ- 
ſengere, then ber narrow and worldly Palicies. But that which herghtens the 
Reproach, is the Offer of the Romaniſts themſelves to make a perpetual civil 
Peace with her, and that ſherefuſes. Would the Martyrs have done this * ſure- 
ly no. Let her remember the firſt Argument honeſt old Fo: advances 2gainſt 
that Church, 'is the Church. of: E»g/and- preſent Darling, viz. Penal Laws for 
Religion; as ſhe may ſeo at the beginting of his firſt Volumn : Doubtleſs he 
was much in the right, 'which makes her extreamly in the wrong. Nothing, 
ſays the Prophet, muſt harm inyGots holy Mountain, and that's the Church, 
ſays Fox, and therefore he ſays Chrilts Church never Perſecutes. Leave then 
God: with his own Work, and: Chriſt with his own Kingdom. As it is noc 
of the World, 'tet-not the World touch it , no, rot fo 52/4 i+, tho they that 
bear it ſhould trip by the way. Remember Tz zz, he would needs ſupport the 
Ark when the Oxen tumbled 5 51t was fruck derd for bis >rins. 
is more than parallel. Chriſt promis'd :» be preſent with 14; Church ro the end of 
the World, | He bid them fear not, and told them, 772+ -#:: i: was the Day for 
the Evil thereof. How? with Penal Laws? no ſuch matter ; but his Divine 
Preſence. Therefore it was, He call'd not for Legion: to fight for him, becauſe 
| his Work needed it not, They that waat them have another fort of Work 
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todo: And tis too plain, that Empire, and not Religion, has been too-much the- 
Bufineſs. Bur, O let it not be ſo any more! To be a T-ue Church is better than. 
to be a National One ; eſpecially as ſo upheld. Pros Vertne, Puniſh Vice, Diſpence 
with Opinion ; Per/wade, but don't Impeſe, Are there Tare: in Opivion ? Let 
them alone ; you heard they are to grow with the Wheat till Harve/?, that is, the 
end of the Worid. Sheuld they nat be pluckt up before ? No ; and 'tis 4»- 
cel: Work at laſt too, Chriſt that knew all Men, faw no hand. on Earth 
fit for that. Bubneſs. Let us not then uſurp their Office. Beſides, we are 
ro Love Enemies ; this is the great Law of our Religion ; by what Law then 
are we to Perſecuie them ; and if not Enemies, not Friends and Neighbours 
certainly. ; 

The Apoſtle rejoyced that Chrift was preached out of Envy : If fo, I am 
ſure. we ought not to envy Chriſtians the enjoyment of the Liberty of their 
Conſciences, Chriſtianity ſhould be —____ by the Spirit of Chriſtiani- 
ty, and not by Violence or Perſecution, for that's the Spirit of Antichriſtiani- 
ty. Nar for fearof it, ſhould we, of Chriſtians, become Antichriſtians. 
Where is Faith in God? where is Truſt in Providence 2 Let us do our Duty, 
and leave the reſt with Him ; and not do Evil that Good may come of it ; for that 
thows a Diſtruſtin God, and a Confidence in our own Inventions for fecurity. 
No reaſon of State can excuſe. our Diſobedience to his Rule; and we delert 
the Princjples of our heavenly Maſter when we decline it. The Queſtion is 
about Conicience, about this we can none of us be too tender nor. exempla- 
- 'Tis -in right going that Chriſtians can hope for Succeſs; and for true 

itory only through Faith and Patience. Bur if to avoid what we fear, we 
contradict ' our Principles, we may juſtly apprehend that God will deſert us in 
an unlawful way of maintaining them. haps this may be Gods time of trying 
ali Parties, what we willdq ; whether we will rely upon him or our own fee- 
ble Proviſions 3 whether we will allow what we our ſelves in our turn have 
all of us deſired : if not, may we not efpeCct to ſuffer the thing we would 
inflict 2 for our Pena! Law: canngt, {ecure us from the turns of Providence, 
and leſs. ſupport us under themy.j Let us conſider the trans ground of the 
difficulcy that is made, if ic1be not partial 'and light in Gods. Scale , for to 
that tryal all things muſt come, and''his Judgment is - ihevitable as wellas 
infallible. Beſides, if we have not tryed all other methods, we are inexcu- 
fable in being ſo tenacious for this. I do therefore; in all humility, beech 
all ſorts of Profeſlors of Chriſtianity in, theſe Kingdoms, to abſtratt them- 
{cives from thole Jealoufics which -worldly motyes are apt to kindle in 
their Minds, and with an even and undiſturbed: Soul purſue their Chriſtian 
Duty .in this great Conjuncture : Conſidering rhe Rect is not. 20 'the Swift, nor 
ihe Bile to the Strong, and that for all our Watchmen , 'tis God alone (at laſt) 
hz keeps the City, Not that I would decline a fitting, but an unchriſtian Provigon: 
Fyurthough the Foundation were neyer ſo true, yet if our SuperſtruQure be Hay 
anc $::/{-(our own narrow Devices) the Fire will conſume it, and our Labour 
Vii a2 worſe thagin vain. Let us not therefore Sow what we? would not Reap, bt- 
«4/2 "we 19:4 Reap what ws ſow: And remember who told us, What we mea/ure 
jo 6:1.15 fart emeeied to us again. Let us therefore do unto all Parties of men, 
#7 we witli (oc re wito by them in their Turn of Power : Leſt our fear of theis un- 
Autiiulneſs, frold remps ws our of our Duty; and ſo draw upon our ſelyes the-miſ- 
chieſs we arc afraid of, Sacred Writzs full of this, in the DoQtrine of both "Peſta- 
ments ; 
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ments; and as we profeſs to believe it, we are inexcuſable if we do not pra” 
Qice it. Let the Spirit then of Chriſtian Religion prevail. Let our Policie® 
give way to our Duty, and our Fears will be overcome of our Hopes, which 
will not make us aſham'd at the laſt and great Judgment : where, O God! ler 
us all appear with Comfort. | 

I could yet Enlarge upon this Subje& ; for nothing can be more fruitful. 
L could ſay, that a Church that Denies Infallibility, cannot force, becauſe ſhe 
cannot be certain, and fo Pena! Law: (though it were poſſible that they could 
be lawful in others) in her, woz!d be Tnjut, That Scripture leaves Men to 
Convifion and Per/wa/ion, That the true Church-Weapons are Light and Grace ; 
and her puniſhments, Cen/ure and Excummunication. That Goal: and Gitbetr are 
Inadiquated Methods for Converſion, and that they never /ucceeded. That 
this forbids all further light to come into the World , and ſo limir; the Hol; 
One, which in Scripture is made a great Sin. And laſtly, that ſuch enſnare 
their Jown Poſterity that may be of another mind, and forfit by it the 
eſtates they have lo carefully tranſmitted to them. Thus far againſt Impoſi- 
tion. And againſt Compliance. I could ſay, that its to betray Gods So- 
veraignty over Conſcience ; To deifie Men ; Gratifie Preſumption ; foil 
and extinguiſh Truth in the Mind ; obey blindfold ; make over the Soul 
without Security ; turn Hipocrite, and abundance more ; each of which 
Heads might well merit an whole Chapter. But this having been well and - 
ſeaſonably confider'd elſewhere, I ſhall now proceed to the ſecond part of this 
diſcourſe, in which I will be as brief, and yet as full as I can. * 
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That ts the Principle of Men of Note of al! Parties. 


UT what necd is there of this, may ſome fay , when all Parties pros 

fels to. be of the ſame Judgment , That Cor.ſcience ought no! ty be forced 

ror Religion impoſed upon Men at their civil peril > Town they are ail of that 
mind, at one time or other, and therefore that I may purge my felt of any 
Animoſity to the DoErine of 'the Church of E:g/zd , 1 will lngenioully 
confe(s, the ſevere condutt I have argued againſt, is not to- be imputed to her 
Principles ; but then ber Evil. will'be the greater, that in fact has (o no- 
torioully contradicted them: I know 'ome of her defenders will Eard'y al- 
low that too. ;, Though the more candid give us their Silence or Cone 
feffion :. For they tell us, '/is nr the Church that has done it, Which, unle(; 
they mean, the Laws were not made a Church, muſt needs be falſe, fince 
thole that made and executed them were of her own Communion, ard 
are that great body of Members that conſtitute Fer a Church ; bur by 
her ſhifring them off, 'tis but reaſorable to Conclude that ſhe taculy Con- 
demns what ſhe publickly diſowns, One would-think then it ſhould not i» 15 
rafrd 
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hard to perſwadeher to quit them, in the-way ſhe madethem, or to injoyn ber _ 
Sons todo it, if that language be to barſh for her. This Story ſhe muſt hear of 
ſome. way, and I pray God the. may endeavour to do her Duty. in it. She 
is not alone; for'every Party in Power has too evidently aps ingo this Evil ; 
though under the prevalency and periccution of another Intereſt they have ever 
writ againſt club Law ſor Religion, And tothe end that I may.dothe Refor- 
mation Right, and the Principles of the Church of Eng/ans, Juſtice z; I mult ſay, 
that hardly one perſon of any nate dyedin the time of Queen Mary, that did nor 
pa's Sentence upon Perſecution 8s Antichrittian, particularly fatimers Philpoty 
Braiifordy Rogers, very eminent Reformers 'The Apologies that were writ in 
theſe times, are of the ſame Rrain, as may be ſcen in 7.we;, Haddon, Reyna'!ds, whe. 
and the Papiſts ware with reaſon thought much in the, wrong by thoſe Primitive 
Proteſtants, for the Perſecatiog that they raiſed againſt them, for matters of 
pure Religion. But what need we go {o-tar back ? 1s it nor recent in mgmory,, 
that Biſhop U/er was employed to. ©.Cramwel! by ſome.of the Clergy of the 
Church of Eng/anq for Liberty. of Ganſcience ? Dactar; Parr, in the Life of 
Doctor Uſher Primate of Ard4maghy fol. 75. bas that paſſage. 

_ © Crommyibforbiadding the Clergya aoder great Penalties, to teach:Schools, or to 
* perſarm any.pagt of their minitterial Function 4 ſome of the moſt confgdera= 
* ble Epiſcopal Clergy-in, and about London, delired my. Lord Primate that he: 
© would uſchis Intereſt with Cromwell, (fince they heard: he pretended a great re- 
6 for him) that as he granted Liberty of Conſcience to almoſ} all (prts of, 
© Religions, ſo the Epiſcopal Divines might bave tbe ſame freedom of- ſerving 
* God in their private Congregations (fince they were not permitted the publick 
© Churches) according to the Liturgy of the Church of Eng/zd ; and that nei- 
* ther the Miniſters, nor Thoſe that frequented That Service, might be any 
*mcre hindered, or diſturbed by his Souldiers : Soaccordingtotheir deſire, he 
© went and uſed his utmoſt Endeavours with Cromwe!!, for the taking off this re- 
© ſtraint, which was at laſt promiſed. (tho with ſome difficulty) that they 
* ſhould not be moleſted, provided they medled not with any matters relating to 
* js Government, 

Certainly thofe Gentlemen-were of my mind. . And to give-Doctor Ham- 
ond his due, who I underſtand was one of them, he left it to the Witneſſes of 
hisend, as his dying Counſel to the Church of England, T hat they diſplaced no 
man out of the Univerſity or preſent Church, but that by Love, and an holy 
Life they ſhould prevail upon thoſe in poſſefſion to come into their Church. 
But this look fo little like the Policy and Ambition of the Living, that they re- 
ins it ſhould be Buried with bim. -'This I had from an eminent Hand in 

«ford, a year or two after his Death, An older man out-liv'd him, and one of 
the moſt Learned and Pious of thar Communion, Biſhop Sander/ou I mean : 
They were the twogreat men of their ſort that was of the Party. Let us ſee 
what this Reverend man ſays to our point. ; 

©The Word of God doth expreſaly forbid us to ſubje&t our Conſciences to the 
© Judgment of any other, or to uſurp a Dominion over the Conſciences gf any 
© One. Several caſes of Conſcience diſcuſſed inten Lectures in- the Divinity 
School at 0»ferd, 3 Le&. 30 Sect, pag. 103. Printed 1660. | 

© He is not worthy to be Chriſts Diſciple, who is not the Diſciple of Chriſt 
© a/ove. The Simplicity and Sincerity of the Chriſtian Faith, hath ſuffered a 
< preat prejudice fince we have been divided into Parties, neither is my 
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« xpethat gion ſhould be reſtored e& her former Original and Purity, wn” 
© til che Wo that were mede wider by our daily Quarrels 2td Diflentions» 
* being anointed with the Oy! of Brotherly Love, as With a Balſom, hail begirr t- 
_=_ again, and to grow entire into the ſame Unity of Faith and Oharity : 
16:4, Sect, 29. ail F 

© The Obligation of Conſcience doth not fignifie any Compulfion. for, to 
* (peak properly, the Conſcience can no more be compelled than the Free W:1l, 
itad. 4. Lettare Sett. 5. pay 109. : 

© The expreſs Commandment of God doth oblige the Conſcience properly 
* by it (elf and by ics own force; and this Obligation is abſolute, becauſe it 
© doth directly and always oblige, and becauſe it obligeth all perſons, and the 
* Obligation of it is never to be cancelled. -Nowe ##e God 2/12 hath power to 
© impoſe a Law upon the Conſcience of any Man, to which it ought to be 
© ſubjected, as obliging by it ſelf, - T his-concluton is proved by the words 
© of the Apoſtle, There is but one Law+giver, who can beth ſave and deſtroy. In which 
* words two Arguments do profer themſelves to our Obſervation ; In the firſt 
* place they aſſert there is but one Legiſlator ; not one picked out amongſt ma- 
*ny ; not one above many ; but one exclufvely,- that 1s to ſay, One, and bur 
* one only, The Apoſtle otherwiſe had 'miade uſe-of « very ineffectual Argu- 
* ment, to proye What he had.propounded';z for he irebuk&h thoſe whounad- 
* viledly did paſs their Judgment either on the perſons, or the deeds of other 
* Men, as the Invaders of their; Rights. Js as Thox (faith he)' who def judge 
© another ? as if he ſhould have ſaid, «doſt thou know thy (elf, what thou art, 
*and Whap thou doſt 7? It doth .not belong to Thee to. thruſt thy ſawcy Sickle 
* into the Harveſt gfgriother Man, \tvuch lays baldly-to fling thy (ef into the Throne 
* of, Almighty God. - If Wready Fhqu art ignorant oflit | then kKnow,that it be- 
«* longeth to him 4/oa+-to judge of the Contciences of men; ts whim alone it Hoch 
* lel ng to impoſe Laws ron the Corſciescs? of: men, Which none can do but God a» 
* lon@ ibid. pag. I LI, 1124113: 224: 0 Kh FE 

© The condition and natural eſtate of the-Conſcience it ſelf is fo placed as it 
*were in the middle betw:xt God and the Will of Man, as that which is uſti- 
* ally and, $tuly ſpoken of  Kingsaud: Emperors, tmdy a8 truly: be verified of 
© the Conſjences of every many: :Sdlo Div #4:9:5-4) 4fſey toc liGimn a THiri: RR At; 
© agrgfeere 3 They \ave Teſt thas God anhi, \"tdixt'on Barth de*athietd/exe "1d $4prrier Fiat 
* Speech of the Emperor Maximiicn the fuft ts very memorable, Con/cronch + - 
* minari velle, et Arcem Cali invadere; To exercije a Domination cy3 Con! ences, if 79 
© invade the Tawer of Heaven. He is & Plunderer 6f the Glory of Go4, 21d a 
C nef 1159444 rand of the Power that is Yue uno: hins, 'whifocver he is that {hall 
* claim Power thus due -untotimg,  whoſcyetihek that thall Heim @ Fight to 
*the Conſciences of men, or practice a Uturparkow' overthem. 15d Ser? 11, 
page ILF-_ - 3 na 1 OR 5 6G IC TIE, \ 1 

Ard yet this is the fad conlequence of impoſing Religion vpow Ce&nlciences 
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and puniſhing Non-conformiry with workfly Penakies/- 2d 

Let us now hear what. the lags: Biſhop of. Prwr (af34ry his 25.77 P "LH to 
cur Points; £1 am yery. much diſpteaſed thato: mary Opinions on't rew D&- 
* rines- are commentert; ambngtt"us, 'burimgie troubled thre every nan that 
© hatty an-Opinion thinks his own anÞ other "mens Salvation is* cor; 2rned ih 
* its fdWotenance, but moſt: of all, thar men ſhould be- Perſcctted' ard AMC 
© ed for diſagreeing in ſuck Opinions, Witch they canmorwith ſyſiect grounds 
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hard to perſwadeher to quit them, in theway ſhe madethem, or to injoyn her _ 
Sons to: doit, if that language be to barſh for her. This Story ſhe muſt hear of 
{ome way, and I pray God the. may endeavour to do her Duty. in it, She 
is not alone; for'every Party in Power has too evidently lapf ingo this Evil ; 
though under the prevalency and periccution of another Intereſt they bave ever 
writ againſt club Law for Religion, And tothe end that I may.dothe Refor- 
mation Right, and the Principles of the Church of England, Juſtice ; I mult ſay, 
that hardly one perſon of any nate dyed in the time of Queen Mary, that did not 
pa's Sentence upon Perſecution 8s Antichrittian, particularly Catimers Philpoty 
Bra-iford, Rogers, very eminent Reformers The Apologies that were writ in 
theſe times, are of the ſame rain, as may be ſcen in 7. we., Haddon, Reyna'lds, o3c. 
and rhe Papiſts ware with realon thought much in the, wrong by thoſe Primitive 
Proteſtants, tor the Perſecatioa that they raiſed againl(t them, . for matters of 
pure Religion. But what need we go {o-tar back ? js it not recent in mgmory, 
that Biſhop V/er was employed to. ©.Crwnmwell by ſome. of the Clergy of the 
Church of Ernglanq for Liberty of Ganſcience ? Dactar; Parr, in the Life of 
Doctor Uſher Primate of Ar4magh, fol. 75. bas that paſſage. - 

_ © Crommyibforbiading the Clergya poder great Penalties, to teach:Schools, or to 
; perform any.part of their miniſterial Function 4 ſome of the moſt canfgdera— 
* ble Epifcopal Clergy-in.and about .London, delired my. Lord Primate that he 
© would uſe his Intereſt with Cromwell, (fince they heard: he pretended a great re- 
* ſpe&t for him) that as he granted Liberty of Conſcience to almoſ} all (prts of, 
© Religions, ſo the Epiſcopal Divines might bave the ſame freedon of- ſerving 
* God in their private Congregations (fince they were not permitted the publick 
© Churches) according to the Liturgy of the Church of Eng/a:d ; and that nei- 
* ther the Miniſters, nor Thoſe that frequented That Service, might be any 
* mcre hindered, or diſturbed by his Souldiers : Soaccordingtotheir deſire, he 
© went and uſed his utmoſt Endeavours with Cromwell, for the taking off this re- 
© ſtraint, which was at laſt promiſed. (though with ſome difficulty) that they 
* ſhould nor be moleſted, provided they medled not with any matters relating to 
© is Government, 

Certainly thofe Gentlemen-were of my mind. , And to give-Doctor Ha;- 
mond his due, who I underſtand was one of them, he left itto the Witneſſes of 
hisend, as his dying Counſel to the Church of England, T hat they diſplaced no 
man out of the Univerſity or preſent Church, but that by Love, and an holy 
Life they ſhould prevail upon thoſe in poſſefſion to come into their Church. 
But this look ſo little like the Policy and Ambition of the Living, that they re- 
red it ſhould be Buried with bim. -'This I had from an eminent Hand in 

xfcrd, a year or two aſter his Death. An older man out-liv d him, and one of 
the moſt Learned and Pious of that Communion, Biſhop Sander/ou I mean : 
They were the twogreat men of their fort that was of the Party. Let us ſee 
what this Reverend man ſays to our point. : 

©The Word of God doth expreſaly forbid us to ſubject our Conſciences to the 
© Judgment of any other, or to uſurp a Dominion over the Conſciences gf any 
© One. Several caſes of Conſcience diſcuſſed inten Lectures in- the Divinity 
School at 0x/erd, 3 Lec. 3o Sect. pag. 103. Printed 1660. | 

© He is not worthy to be Chriſts Diſciple, who is not the Diſciple of Chriſt 
© a/ove. The Simplicity and Sincerity of the Chriſtian Faith, hath ſuffered a 
£ preat prejudice fince we have been divided into Parties, neither is my + 
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6 hapethat eigen ſhould be reſtored e&& her former Original and Purity, en” 
© tz] che Wounds chat were made wider by our daily Quarrels and Diflentionss 
* being anointed with the Oy! of Brotherly Love, as with a Balſom, thail begirr t- 
Boy again, and to grow entire into the ſame Unity of Faith and Charity 
16:4. Sect, 29. 1; ; 

© The Obligation of Conſcience doth not kgnifie any Compulfion. for, to 
* (peak properly, the Conſcience can no more be compelled than the Free W:1l. 
itad. 4. Lettre Set. 5. pap 1069s | 

© The expreſs Commandment of God doth oblige the Conſcience properly 
* by it (elf and by ics own force; and this Obligation is abſolute, becauſe it 
© doth direly and always oblige, and becauſe it obligeth all perſons, and the 
* Obligatian of it is never to be cancelled. -Nowe ##t God o/:ne hath power to 
© impoſe a Law upon the Conſcience of any Man, to which it ought to be 
© {ubjected, as obliging by it ſelf, - Thisconcluton is proved by the words 
© of the Apoſtle, There is but one Law+giver, who can beth ſave and deſtroy. In which 
* words two Arguments do profer themſelves to our Obſervation ; In the firſt 
* place they aſſert there is but one Logiſlator ; not one picked out amongſt ma- 
*ny ; not one above many ; but one exclufively,: that 15 to ſay, One, and bur 
*one only, The Apoſtle otherwiſe had 'miade uſe-of a very ineffeftual Argu- 
* ment, to proye what he had:propounded'; for he irebuk&h'thoſe whounad- 
* viledly did paſs their Judgment either on the perſons, or the deeds of other 
* Men, as the Invaders of their: Rights. Js as Thox (faith he)' who def judge 
© another ? as if he ſhould have aid, doſt thou know thy (elf, what thou art, 
*and Whap thou doſt 7 It doth nor belong to Thee to. thruſt thy ſawcy Sickle 
* into the Harveſt gf.grtother Man, /uchita)s baliily-to fling thy (elf into the Throne 
* of, Almighty God. © If Already Thqu art Spnorant ofit} then Know,'that it be- 
© longeth to him s!/ar-to judge of the Contciences of men; ts whim alone tt Hoch 
*lel ng to impoſe Laws mpon the Corſciecet of: men, Which none can do but Gud a- 
« Jones ibid. page 1.115 enpBngi 4.00 meme 

©The condition and natural eſtate of the-Conſcience it ſelf is fo placed as ir 
were in the middle betw:xt God and the Will of Man, as that which 4 uſu» 
* ally and, sruly ſpoken of Kingsaud: Emperors, mdy a8 truly» bes verifted of 
L the ConCjonces of every mans: Sdlo Dio ttuhvel 4fſe, toc blioimin ws Tor: y vile; 
* agrgfecre ; They ave tefs thas God nhl, "dixmt'on Farth do athiew/eqe 50 $hprrier, Phat 
* Speech of the Emperor Maximiur the firſt is very memorable, Con/cronch &- 
* mimnari velle, eit Arcem Cel: invatere; To everct,e a Domination cy 23 Con! ences, 15 79 
© invade the Tower of Heaven. He is & Plunderer o6f the Glory of God, 214 a 
© nefa719444 Innadar of the Power that is Lue uno: him, \whifoecver he is that hs!! 
* clairm Power thars due untohim,  whoſocyetrthebk that thall tleim @ Fight to 
* the Conſciences of men, or practice antHurpartow overthem. 144d Ser?. 17, 
page LtF- » if 2.3 uit ue FAQS 1 FA 

Ard yet this is the fad conlequence of impoſing Religion upon Cilcrences 
and puniſhing Non-canformiry with worklly Penakies:-  - | 22k 

Let us now hear what. the lary- BiſRap of Prwr (af34ry his 23.7 P 4" eH"fo 
cur Pointg;* 1 am yery. much diſpteaſed that mary Opinions 9n'! rew D&- 
* trines- ane commentert amungtt"us, Bur imgie rronbled!- thr ever v* ran 4hat 
© hathy an-Opinion' thinks his own and other 'mens Salvation is cor, crned in 
* its paſotenance,. but moſt of all, char men ſkoyld be: Perſccated'nnd Afhct- 
« ed for diſagrering in tuck Opinions, WHIKh they cannorwith fuſtect.ogroundgs 
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*qbtrude-upon others necefſarily , becaule they cannot propound :them Infal- 
© libly, and becaule they have no Warrant from Scripture io to do; for if I 
© ſhall rye other men to believe my Opinion, becauſe I think 1 have a place 
© of Scripture which ſeems to warrant it to my underſtanding ; why may he 
© not ſerve up another diih to me in the ſame dreſs, and exact the ſame rask 
1-9 me to believe the contradictory ? Liberty of Prophefie , Epiſt. DediR. pag. 
* $39. 
_ © The experience which Chriſtendom hath had in this laſt Age is Argument 
* enough that Toleration of di/fering Opinions is ſo far from difturbing the publick 
© Peace, or deſtroying the Intereſt of Princes and Common-wealths, that it does 
© advantage to the Publick, ic ſecures Peace, becauſe there is not ſo much as the 
* pretence of Rel;gion left to ſuch Perions to contend tor, it being already indulged 
*.to them. bid. pag. 21- - 

<Ir is a proverbial ſaying, Nod nimia {amilarita: ſervorum eft conſpiratio adverſu 
* Domimum, and they who tor their Security run in Grots and Cellars and 
© Reticeraents, think that they being upon the defenſive, thoſe Princes and 
© thoſe Laws that 4rive them to itare their Enemies, and therefore they cannot 
© be ſecure, unleſs the Power of;the one, and the Obligation of the other be 
*Ileflened and reicinded z and; then the being reſtrained and made miſerable 
© indears thegdiſcontented perſons mutually, and makes more hearty and dan- 
© gerous Confederations. bid. par. 23. | 

© No man ſpeaks more unreaſonably, than he that denies co men the uſe of their 
* Reaſon in choice of their Religion. ibid. pag. 169- | 
© No, Chriftian is t0 be: put to Deathy Diſmembred, or otherwiſe direftly Perſecnted for 
© his Opiniony which does not teach Impiety or Blaſphemy. ibid. pag. 190. 

_** There is a popular Pity that follows all perſons in Miſery, and that Com- 
© paſſion breeds likeneſs of Aﬀettions ,, and that very often produces likeneſs 
© of Perſuaſion ; and fo much the rather becauſe there ariſes «fexloke and pre- 
* gnant Suſpicion, that they who perſecute an Opinion are deſtitute of ſufficient 
* Arguments to confute ic, and that the Hangman is the beſt Diſputanc. ii. 
pag. 197, 198. 

© If a ryan cannot change his Opinion when he liſts, nor ever does heartily 
© or reſolutely but when he cannot do otherwiſe, «then toule Force, may make 
©hima Hypocrite, but never to be a right Believer; and ſoinſtead of erefting 
* a Trophy to God and true Religion, we build a Monument for the Devil. ibid. 

ag. 200. / 

© The Trick of giving Perſons differing in Opinion over to the ſecular Power, 
© atthe beſt is no. better than Hypoeri/ie, removing Envy from themſelves, and 
© laying it upon others," a refuſing to do that in external Act, which they do in 
* Council and Approbation. ibid: pag. 299. | 

Thus far Bip Taylor, and one of the moſt Learned Men of the Church of 
England in his time. - 

Let me add another -Biſhop,, held Learned by all, and in great Reputation 
with the men of his Communion, and among them the Lords Spiritual and Tems 
porol in Parliament. aſſembled, who have ſafficienty declared againſt this perſecut- 
ing Spirit on the gccount of .Religian, by their: full approbation of, and Thark: 
raturned to the Beſhep of St. Aſaph fer his Sermoy preached before them Novernber the 
5th, 1680. -and their defire that he would Prins and Publifh that Sermen. The Biſhop 
lays, that ** They who are moſt giyen to Hate and to deſtroy others, _—_ 
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© ly thoſe others wao difter from them in Religion, they are not the Ciurch of 
© God, or at leaſt they are ſo far corrupt in that particular. paz- 8 

Again he ſays, © I hat, of Socictic, of Men, Chriſtians, of ail o:hers, are moſt 
averſe from ways of Violence 2nd Bluod ; eſpecially from vfirg any ſuch 
* ways upon the account of Religion : Aud among Chriftian Churches, where 
i they differ among theme: ves, if either 0: thera uſe thoſe ways upon the ac 
© count of Religion ,. they give 2 ſtrong Preſump:ion egaini themſelves that 
© they are not truly Chriſtians. 1414. pag. 9. 

© There is reaſon for this, becauſe, we know chat Chriſt gave Love for the 
© Character by which his Diiciples were to »e known, John 13. 35. By this 
* /Þall all men know bat you are my Diſciples, if you have Love to one anather. And 
Jeſt men ſhould unchriften others (irſt, that they rnay Hate them, and Deſtroy 
©them'afterwards, Chriſt enlarged hiz'Precept of Love, and extended it even 
*ro Enemies, and not only to ours, but.to the Enemies of our Religion, Marc. 
F- 43, 44- ibid. pag. 9. : | 

* As our holy. Religion excels all others in this admirable temper, ſo by this 
© we may uſually judge who they are that exce! among Chriftian Churches, when 
© there happens any difference between ther, whether touching the Faith, or 
© the terms of Communion. They that were the more fierce, they generally 
* had the worft Caule: 11d. pag. 12, 13.-- 

© The Council of Nice ſupprefled the Arian; by no other Force, but put- 
©rting 4r44n; out of their Biſhopricks ; they could not think Hereticks fit to be 
; ns fer with cure of Souls; bur otherwiſe, as to Temporal hinge, I do not tind 
© that they inflicted any kind of Puniſhment ; but when the Arian; came to 
* have the Power in their Hands, when theirs was come to be the Imperial 
© Religion , then Depriving was nothing, Baniſhment was the lea- that they 
$ inflicted. 1bid. page 14 | 

* Neither our Religion, nor our Church, is of a perſecuting Spirit. I know 
© not how it may be in particular perſons ; but I fay again, it is not in the Ge 
© vin; of our Church : She hath no Doctrine that teacherh Perſeciition, 11d. p 20. 

*I would haveno man puniſhed for his Religion, no not them tar ceftroy 
* men for Religion, ib:4. pag. 37. 

Dr. S:il:nflez: comes ſhort of none of them on this Subjc.c. © Our Saviour, 
© /ay: hes, never preſſed Followers as men do Soulzrers, but faid, If ary man will 
* come after mey let him take up his Croſs (not his Sword) a /3low 1c, His was 
CHUFPOZ KAI QIAANCOPATMOZ NOMOSDSEZITA, 

* his very Commands ſhewed his Meeknefs; his Irenicurn, 1 Wer: 1+ Salne 7. 
* Laws were ſweet and gentle Laws; not Itke ihe Churches Ht! ; Edward 
* Draco's that writ in Blood, - unleſs it were bis Stillingfticer, Rector or Suron 
* own that gave them. His deſign was to caſe #» Bediordthire, i; Preface 72 
© men of their former Burdens, and not lav on 7/7 Rove, 

* more ; the Duties he required were 10 other 

* bur ſuch as were neceſſary, and withal very juſt and rea{onable. He that came 
© to take away the inſupportable Yoke of [ewith Cererronies, cer:2in!;z did never 
© intend to gall the Necks of his Diiciples wita another inſtead 0! 1. And it 
*would be ftrange the Church ſhould require more than Chritt himſelf did ; 
© and make other conditions of her Communion, 7: + Snviocn did of Diſct- 
© »/eſhip. What poliible reaſon can be a:Fgncd or given why ſuch things ſhould 
© not be ſufficient: for Communiop with a rrp Wine art cient for eterns' 
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p Salvation * And certainly thoſe things are ſufficient for that, which are Iaid down 
, as neceſſary Duties for Chriſtianity by our Lord and Saviour in his Word. 
oe What ground can there be why Chriſtians ſhould not fland upon the ſame Terms now which 
c they did in the time of Chriſt and his Apoſtles ? Was not Religion ſufficiently guard- 
,cd and fencedin then? Was there ever more true and cordial Reverence in 
. the Worſhip of God? What Charter hath Chriſt given the Church to bind 
. men up to more than himſelf hath done? or to exclude thoſe from her Socie- 
.ty who may be admitted :nto Heaven? Will Chrift ever thank Men at the 
« great day for keeping ſuch out from Communion with his Church, when he 
, will vouchſafe not only Crowns of Glory to, but it may be Aureolz too, if there 
be any ſuch things there? The Grand Commiſſion the Apoſtles were ſent 
out with, was only to reach whas Chrift bad commanded them. ot the leaſt In- 
timation of any Power given them to impoſe or require any thing beyond 
what himſelf had ſpoken to them, or they were directed to by the immedi- 
ate Guidance of the Spirit of God. 

© Withour all controverhie, the main Fnlet of all the Diſtraftions, Confufions 
* and Divifions of the Chriſtian World, hath been by adding other conditions 
© of Church-communion than Chriſt hath done. 

* There is nothing the Primitive Church deſerves greater imitation by us in, than 
<in that admirable Temper, Moderation and Condeſcengon which was uſed 
*3n it towards all the Members of it 

*This admirable Temper in the Primitive Church might be largely cleared 
* from that Liberty they allowed freely to Difſenters from them in matters of 
© Practice and Opinion ;- as might be cleared from Cyprian, Aufir, Ferome, and 
© others. —— Leaving the Men to be won by obſerving the true Decency and 
* Order of Churches, whereby thoſe who a&t upon a true Principle of Chriſti- 
* an Ingenuity may be ſooner drawn to a Compliance in all lawful things, than 
© by Force and rigorous Impoſitions, which make men ſuſpect the weight of 
* the thing it ſelf, when ſuch Force is uſed to make it enter. in Preface. | 

The ſame is in effect declared by the Houſe of Commons, When they returned 
their Thanks to Dr. Tillorſon, Dean of Canterbury, for his Sermon preached be- 
fore them Novemb. the 5:h, 1678. defiring him to Print that S$crmen, Where he ſays, 
upon our Saviours Words, © Ts know not what manner of Spirit ye ave of, Ye own 
©your ſclves to be my Diſciples, but do you conſider what Spirit now Acts 
© and Governs you ? not that ſurely which my Doctrine defignes ro mould and 
* falhion you into, which is not a Furious and Perſecurmsy, and Deſftruftive Spirit, 
© but Mild and Gentle, and Saving ; tender of the Lives and Intereſts of men, 
*even of thoſe who are our greateſt Enemies. pag. 6, 7. 

© No difference of Religion, no pretence of Zeal for God and Chriſt can 
* warrant and juſtifie this Paſſionate and Fierce, this Vindictive and Extermi- 
* nating Spirit. 614, pag. 7. 

* rle :. + Chriſt) came to introduce a Religion, which conſalts not only t!e 
© :ternal Salvation of mens Souls, but their Temporal Peace and Security, 
* heir Comfort and Happineſs in this World. i414. pag. 8. 

* jt ſeemed good to the Author uf this Inſtitu:ion to compel no man toit by 
* Temporal Puniſhment, ibid. pag. 13. 

©T o /eparate Goodneſs and Mercy from God, Compaſiion and Charity from 
© {-ligion, is to makethe two beſt things in the World, God and Religion, good 
* 'or nothing, ih1d. pag. 19. 
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©True Chriſtianity is not only the beſt, but the beſt natured Inſtitution in the 
©World ; and ſo far as any Church is departed from good Nature, and be- 
* come Cruel and Barbarous, (o far it is degenerated from Chriſtianity, ibid: 

Az. 30. 
: TA far Do&tor Tillotſon,” who, to be ſure, deſerves not to be thought the 
leaſt Eminent in the preſent Church of Eng/and. Let us hear what Doctor 
Burnet ſays to it. 

© Men are not Maſters of their own Perſwafions, and cannot change their 
© thoughts as they pleaſe ; he thar believes any thing concerning Religion, 
© cannot turn as the Prince commands him, or accommodate himſelf to the Law, or his 
* preſent Intereſts, unles he arrive at that pitch of Atheiſm, as to look on Reli- 
*pion only as a matter of Policy, and an Engine for civil Government; Dr. 
© Burners Hiſtory of the Rights of Princes, KC. in his Preface, pag.49. 

'Tis to this. DoQor's pains ſhe owes the very Hiſtory of her Reformation, 
and as by it he has perpetuated his Name with hers, certainly he muſt have 
Credit with her, or ſhe can deſerve none with any body elſe, for no man 
could well go further to oblige her. 

Let me here bring in a lay Member of the Church of England," Sir Ro> 
bert Potmtz, in his vindication o# Monarchy, who yields us an excellent Tefti- 
mony to the matter in hand, * The Sword availeth lirtle with the Souls of 
© Men, unleſs to defroy them together with their Bodies, and to make men 
* deſperate, or diſſemblers in Religion , and when they find opportunity to fall 
© into Rebellion, as there are many Examples, p. 27. 

* In the Ancient times of Chriſtianity, ſuch means were not uſed as might 
© make Hereticks and Schiſmati:':; more obftinate than docible , through the prepoſterous 
© Proceedings of the Magiſtrates and Miniſters of Fuſtice in the Execution of Penal 
© Laws, uſed rather as Snares for gaining of _— and Pecuniary Mulcts 
* impos'd, rather as Price: ſet upon Offences, than as Puniſhments for the Re- 
© formation of Manners. ibid. pag. 28. 

© The Ancient Chriftiz:: were forbidden by the Imperial Law, 
ezs* alſo by the Laws of other Chriſtian Nations, under 2a great L 6 Cod. 
« Penalty to meddle with the Goods of the Fews or Pagans living peacea- di P222nis. 
Cably. ibid. pag. 29- 

© For, the Goods of the Few: , although Enemies to the Chriſtian Religion, 
© cannot for the cauſe of Religion come by Eſcheat unto Chriftt»» Pruice:, under whom 
© they Live. ibid. pag. 29. ; 

c it is truly aid, that Peace, a Meſſenger whereof, an 474 hath been cho- 
<ſen to be, is ſcarce ever Eſtabliſhed by the Sword: and the Gu/p.!, the bleſſed Peace, 
* cannot be publiſht by the Sound of the Cannon ; nenher the Scred Bond be con- 
- veyed unto us, by the impiou; hands of Souldiers ; neither 7 argu; be drought 
© to the Perſons and Conſciences of Men, 5; rh which brotzoth Row tines Nao 
© tions. ibid. pag. 30- ; 

He has ſaid much in alittle, the Talent and Honour of Men truly great. I 

ive this ill to the Church of England 's Principles, which ve: makes it 

der for her to juſtifie her Practice in her ulc of Power. But Jer us hear 

a King ſpeak, and one the Church of Ezg/ard is bound ro hear by many 
— 

King Charles the Firſt, out of his tender and princely tence of the ſas and 
bleeding Condition of the Kingdom , and his unwearicd Delires to apply ſueb 

C2 Renedi's, 
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Remieiery, as by the blefling of Almighty God, might ſettle it in peace ; by the 

Advice of his Lords and Commons of Parliament Aſſembled at Oxford, pro- 
pounded and defired, that all the Members of both Houſes might ſecurely 
meet in a full and free Convention of Parliament, there to trear, con; and 
-gree upon {ach rhmy ', as may cen4+:ceto the maintenance and defence of the Re- 
iormed-/Proteitant Religion, with due corfideration to all juft and reaſonall: ea/c 
'o 1e1.7er Conſcrencer, The Kings Meſiage of a Treaty, March 3. 16.3. from O::- 
fc, Superſcribed to the Lords and Commons of Parliament afſerabled at 
Ie trunficy. 

In the Kings Twentieth Meſſage for Peace, Faneary 29. 1645. he hasthe'e 
\WVords, ©That by the Liberty offercd in his Meſlage of the fifth preſent, for the 

-3(c of their Conſcie.ces Who will not Communicate in the Service already eſtabliſh- 
© ed by Att of Parliament in this Kingdom, He intends that all other Proteſtants 
' behaving themſelves peaceable in and rowards the civil Government, ſhall have 
© the free Crerciſe of their Relizion according to their ow: way 

Inthe Thirty third Meſſage for Peace, Nov. 17. 1647. there are theſe Words 
* His Majeſty conſidering the great preſent Difemper: concerning Church Diſc;- 
* (ene, and that the Precbyterian Government is noW in practice, his Majeſty to eſ- 
* chew Confaſter,, as much as may be, and for the ſatisfaction of his two Houſes, 
© 18 CODtLENt- that the ſaid Government belegally permitted to ſtand in the ſame 
* Condition it now is, for three Years; provided, that his Majeſty, and thoſe of 

his Judgment {or any other who cannot in Co/cience ſubmit thereunto) be not 

' obliged to comply with the Presbyterian Government, but have free P2actice 
' of their own Profefion without receiving any Prejudice thereby. £#-:;a the 

Me of Wight. 6-4 

. In bis Declaration to all his Pepple, Jan. 18. 1645. from Cari:brook Caltle, after 
the Votes of nor Addrefs, He iays, *I have ſacriticed to my two Houtles of Par- 
* hament, for the Peace of the Kingdom, all, but what is much more dear to 

* methen my Life, my Conſcience and my Honer”, 

In his Letter xo the Lords,:Gentlemen and Commitree of the Scotch Parlia- 
ment, together with the Officers bf the Army, .J«ly 3. 1648. from Cari:br0oh 
Cattle, * —— As the beſt foundation: of Loyalty is Chriſtianity, fo true Chri- 
* /zanity is perfect Loyalty. 

'VI. rixGNx BAaZ1a, Upon his Majefties retirement from Weſtminſter. 
© — Sure it ceaſes tobe Counſel, when nor R-a/or is uſed, as to Men to Per- 
* ſvale, but Force and Terror as to Beaſts, to 4r:ve and compel men to whatever 
*tumultuary Patrons ſhall project. © He'deſerves to bea S/nve without Pity or 
Redemption, that is content to have his Rational Soveraignry of his Soul, and 
© 7;berty of his WU and Word: fo captivated. — Again, ibid: *Sure that Man 
* cannot be blameable to God or Man, who ſeriouſly indeavours to ce the 
© beſt re2/0n of thing, and /rithfully follows what he takes for reaſon ; the 7- 
* raghtne's of his Jatentions Will excuſe the poſlible failings of his Under#anding. 
—— Again, ibid. ©-I know no Reſolutions more worthy a Chriitian King, 
*then to prefer his Con/cience before his Kingdoms. 

XII. Uponthe Rebellion and Troubles in Ir-efa#44, © — Some kind of Zeal 
© counts all merciful Moderation Lukewarmne/s, and had rather be Cruel than ac- 
* counted Cv/d, and is not ſeldom more greedy to kill the Bear for her Skin, 
«han for any harm he hath done. ibid, D-mp God, thou feeſt how 
* much Cruelty among Chriſtians is acted under the cotoux of Aeligion, a 
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*f we could uot be CThiiſtians unleſs we Crucifie one ancther 

XII. Upon the calling the S:ors and their coming. © —— dure 1n matters 
© of &-{;zicm thole Truths gain moſt on mens Fudgments and C:nſeiencrr Which are 
Cleaſt urged with Sccular V.o/e:ce, which weakens Truth with Prejuc ices ; and 
*1s unrealonable to be uſed, till fuch means of rationai Conviction hath been 
© applid, as leaving no excuſe for Ipnorance condemns mens Obſtinacy to de- 

ferv*d Penalties. -— Violent Motions are neither Braun, Chuſtian nor 
*L opal. — Zhe p2oper Sngine of Faction is Fozce ; the Arbirrecor of Bert » 
© nat Of re 1/onable Men, much lets of humile Chriitan and / val $6! C5:s in mac- 
* ters of Religion. 

XLV. Upon the Covenant. © — Religion requires Chari; and Cady to 
© others of different Opinions, —-- Nothing Violent and Injurious car. 2s Re: - 
* LLgiOUS, 

XV. Upon the many Jealoviies raiſed, and Scandals caft upon the 
King to ſtir up the People againſt him. «* — In point of true: Conſcien- 
*tivus Tenderneſs ( attended with Humility and Meckneſs, not with proud or 
* arrogant Activity, which ſeeks to hatch every eg2e of indifferent Opinion to 

Faction or Schiſm ) I have oft declared how little 1 defire my Lo: and + 
©z:cr ihould intrench over Gods Sovereignty , which is the onlo King 27 merits 
© Tonſciences, : | : 

X VII. To the Prince of W/1l:;. * — Take heed of abetting to any Facti- 
* 02s 3 your parcial adhering to any one Side gains you not (o great Advantages 
tin tome Mens Hearts ( who are p-:1-to be of their Kings Religion ) as it 10- 
<feth you in others, who think themſelves, and their Profeſſion, firſt deſpiſed, 
*then perſecuted by you. —— My Counſel and Charge to you is, That you 
* ſeriouſly conſider the former real or objected Miicarriages, which might oc- 
*cahon my Troubles, that you may avoid them. —— A Charitable Connis 
* ance and Chriſtian Toleration, often difipares their Strength whom r0gb- 
* 2x Oppoſition tortifies. —— Always keep up Solid Jiety and thoſe Funda? 
© tnental Truths (which mend both Hearts and Lives of Mcr ) with impar- 
© tial Favour and Juſtice, -— Your Prerogative is beſt ſhewed and exerciled 
* in ring rather than exacting the rigour of the Law, there being nothing 
© worſe than legal Tyranny, 

And as this was the Senſe and Judgment of a King that Time and the great- 
eſt Troubles had iaform'd with a fuperiour Judgment, (and which to be fure 
highly juſtifies the meatlures chat are now taken.) So Dr. Hd, his Pls 
dealing Chaplain, muſt not be forgotten by us on this occation , wio took the 


freedom to tell his Royal Maſter, Tia: 2 {ore 4 110% che Connie be Labarred une 
ders to be che Hand of God wpon him, for no; {numng tro God ts due oven Conſeie 
ence. 


One can eaſily imagin this to be Retormation-Language, and then it is not 
hard to think how low that Church muſt be tallen, that from fo free and ex- 
cellent a Principle, is come to make, execure and uphold Pe: 7. aw: for Re- 
ligion, again her Conſcientious Neighbours ; bur it is to be hoped, that like 
Nebuchadnezzars Image, whole Feet was a mixture of [rn and Cl, and there- 
fore could not ſtand: for ever ; Perſecution will not be able to mix {ſo with 
the Seed of Men but that Humanity will overcome it, and Man ind one day 
be delivered from that Iron hard and fierce Nature. 

I have done With my Church of Eng/an4s Evidences againſt Perſecution. 

An} 
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And for the Judgment of all forts of Difſenters in that Point, let their Practice 
have been what it will, nothing is clearer than that they diſallow of Perſecu- 
tion, of which their daily Addreſſes of Thanks to the King, for his General 
Eafe by his Excellent Declaration are an undoubted Proof. 

Thus then we ſee it is evident, that it is not only the Duty of all Parties, 2s 
they would be thought Chriſtians, to Repeal Penal Law: for Religion, but 
upon a fair enquiry, we ſee it is the avowed Principle of every Party at one 
time or other that Conſcience ought not to be compePd, nor Religion impos'd 
upon worldly Penalties. And fo I come to the third and laſt part of this Diſ. 
courſe. 
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It us the Intereſt of al! Parties, and eſpecially the Church of 
Englind. 


S I take all Men to be unwillingly ſeparated from their Intereſts, and 
conſequently ought only to be ſought and diſcours'd in them, ſo it muſt 
be granted me on all hands, that Intereſts change as well as Times, and 

'tis the Wiſdom of a Man to 0b/erve the Courſes, and humour the Motions of 
his Intereſt, as the beſt way to preſerve it. And leſt any ill-natur'd or miſta- 
ken perion ſhould call it temporizing, I make this early provifion ; That I mean 
no immoral or corrupt Rn: A Temporizing, deſervedly baſe with Men 
of Vertue, and which in all times, my Practice as well as Judgment hath 
thown the leaſt Averſion to. For upon the Principle I now go, and which 
I lay down, as common and granted in Reaſon and Fact with all Parties con- 
cern'd in this Diſcourſe, that Man does not change, that mworaly follows his In- 
rereſt under all its Revolutions, becauſe to be true to his Intereſt is his firſt civil 
Principle. 1 premiſe this to introduce what I have to offer, with reſpect to 
the Intereſts tro be now treated upon. 

And firſt, I ſay, I take it to be the Intereſt of the Church of England to 2- 
boliſh the Pena! Laws, becauſe it niver was her Intereft to make them. My Reaſons 
for that Opinion are theſe. Firſt, They have been an Argument to invali- 
date the Sufferings of the Reformers, becaule if it be unlawful to diſobey Go- 
vernment about matters of Religion, they were in the wrong. And if they lay, 
O bur they were in Error that puniſh'd their Non-conformity ; I anſwer, how 
can ſhe prove that ſhe is infallibly in the Right? And if this cannot be done, 
the compels ro an uncertainty upon the ſame terms. Secondly, She has over- 
thrown the Principles upon which ſhe ſeparated from Reme. For if it be un- 
lawful to plead Scripture and Conſcience to vindicate Diſſent from her Com- 
munien , it was unlawful for her upon the ſame Plea to diſſent from the 
Church of Rome, unleſs ſhe will ſay again, that ſhe was in the Right, but the 
othcy in the wrong, and ſhe knows thisis no Anſwer, but a deggies - the 
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Queſtion ; for they that ſeparate from her, think themſelves as Serious, De- 
vout, and as much in the Right as ſhe could do. If then Cen/cience and Scripture, 
interpreted with the beſt L:7hr ſhe had, were the ground of her Reformation, 
ſhe muſt allow the Liberty ſhe takes, #7 ſhe ents ber Words, and ſubrverts her Foun- 
dation ; then which nothing can be more deſtrucive to the Intereſt of any 
Being, Civil or Eccleſiaſtical. Thirdly, The Penal Law: have been the great 
Make-bate in the Kingdom from the beginning. For if I ſhould grant chart 
ſhe had once been truly the Church of Engle», I mean, conſiſting of all the 
People of Englend, ( which ſhe was nor, for there were divers Parties diſſent- 
ing from the firſt of her Eftablithment) yet fince it afterwards appear'd ſhe 
was but one Party tho the biggeſt, ſhe ought not to have made her Power 
more National than her Faith , nor her Faith ſo by the Force of her Tem- 
poral Authority. ?*Tis true, ſke got the Magiſtrate of her tide, but the enga- 
ed him too far. For ſhe knew Chriſt did nor leave C-/ar Ex:cuor to his 
aſt Will and Teſtament, and that that ſhould be the reaſon why ſhe did fo, 
was none of the beſt Ornments to her Reformation. That ſhe was but a Party, 
tho the biggeſt, by the Advantages that temporal Power brought her, I ſha'! 
ealily prove, but I will introduce it with a ſhort Account of our State Reforma- 
tion here in England. | 

Henry the Eighth was a kind of Heymophredite in Religion, or in the Language 
of the Times, a Trier ; being a medly of Papiſt and Proteſtant, «nd that part 
he acted to the Life, or to the Death ratkcr ; Sacriticing on the fame Day Men of 
both Religions, becauſe one was not Proteſtant enough, and r'other Papiſt e- 
nough for him. In thistime were ſome Anabaprifts, for the diſtintion of Church 
of England and Calvinit was not then known. 

Edward th: Sixth ſucceeded, a Prince that promiſed Vertues, that might more 
than ballance the Excefles of his Father, and yet by 4rch- Biſhop Cranmer was com- 
pelled to gn a Warrant to Burn poor Joan of Kent, a farmous Woman, but count- 
ed an Enthuſiaſt : But to prove what I ſaid of him, 'twas not without frequent 
Denials and Tears, and the Biſhop taking upon him to anſwer for it at Gods 
Judgment ; of which | hope his Soul wzs diſcharged, tho his Body, by the fame 
Law, ſuffered the ſame Puniſhment in the ſucceeding Reign. "Thus even the 
Proteſtants begun with Blood for meer Religion, and taugtt the Roar yt: in fuc- 
ceeding times, how to deal with them. 

At this time the Controverſie grew warm between the Church of E:2':u4 and 
the Calvixifts, that were the Abler Preachers and Better Livers. The Biſhops 
being moſtly men of State, and {orne of them looking rather backward than for- 
ward, Witneſs the Difficulty the King had to get Hooper Conſccrated Biſhop, 
without Conformity to the reſerved Ceremonies. 

Queen Mary Came in, and ended the Quarrel at the Stake. Now Rid/y and 
Hooper hug, and are the deareft Brethren and beſt Friends in the World. 
Hoover keeps his Ground, and Ri4/y ſtoops with his Ceremonies to t'others 
further Reformation. But this Light and Union flow'd from their Perſc- 
cution: For thoſe abroad at Frankford, and other places were not upon fo 
good Terms: Their Fewds grew fo great that the one refuſed Communion 
with the other, many endeavours were uſed to quench the Fire, but they weie 
ineffectual; at beſt it lay under the Aſhes; of their Aflition for another 
time ; for no ſooner was Queer Elizaboth upon her Throne then they return- 
cd, and their Difference with them, They managed it civilly for a _— 

U. 


(24) 

but Ambition in ſome, and Covetoutſnes in others on the one hand, and Dif. 
cretion giving way to Reicnrment on the other, they firſt ply the Queer and 
her Miniſters, and when thz: ended in favour of the Mer of Ceremony, the 0- 
thers arraigned them betore the fir't Reformers abroad, at Gerevs, Batil, Ju- 
richy 6c. Lhe Icading Prelates by their Letters, as DoCtor Burnet lately tells 
us, in his printed Relation of his Travels, clear themſelves to thoſe firſt Do- 
ctors of any ſuch impuration, and lay all upon che Queen, who for Reaſons 
of State would not be brought to fo Inceremonious a way of Worſhip as that 
G1 the Calvintte. 

Ar thi; time there were Papiſis, Priteftants, Evargeliſts, Preciſians, Ubiquitiſts, 
Familits or Erthuſirits and Anacabnits in Erglaud ; when the very firſt Year of 
ber Reign, a Law for Uniformiry im Worſhip and Diſcipline was enacted, and more 
tolluwed of the ſevereſt Nature, and ſometimes executed. T1 hus when we ſce 
that thizerc never was {uch a thing as a Church of Engtand fince the, Days of ?-- 
>r3, that is, « Church of Communion containing all the People of the King- 
dom, and !o cannot be ſaid to beſo much as a Tw:# of the Reformation ; ne+ 
vertheleſs ſhe got the Bleſſing of the Civil Magiſtrate. She made him great to 
Le great by him : If She might be the Church, He ſhould bethe;Head. Much 
g0Ud May the Barrain do her. Now is the time for her to fard to her Prin- 
ciple. _ I never knew any body exceed their Bounds that were not meat with 
at {:i4, If we could eſcape Men, God we cannot, his Providence will over- 
take us, and tind us out X 

By all this then it appearing, that the Church of Eng/and was not the Nati- 
on, the Caie is plain that the Penal Law: were a Make-late, for they Sacrificed 
every ſort of People whoſe Conſciences differed from the Church of Eng- 
lan ;: Which firſt put the Romani upon flattering Prerogative, and courting its 
Siclrer from the wrath of thoſe Laws. The Addreſs could not be unpleatant 
to Princes; and we ſee it was not; for King Fame, that came in with Inve- 
Ctives againſt Popery, entring the Liſt with the Learned of that Church, apd 
charging ber with all the Marks the Revelation gives to that of Avtichriit, grew 
at laſt ſo tame and calie rowards the Remanifts, that qur own Story tells us of 
the Fears of the Encreaſe of Popery in the latter Parliament of his Reign. 

In King Charles the Firſt's time,. no body can doubt of the:Cowplainr, becauſc 
that was in great meaſure the drift of every Parliament, and at laſt one Rea- 
fon of the War. On the other hand the Severity of the Biſhops againſt Men 
of their own Principles, and in the main, of their own Communian, either 
becauſe they were more zealous in Preaching, more followed of the People, 
or could not wear ſome odd Garment, and Tels lead the Dance on a Lords 
Day at a Maypole, {the Relique of Flere the Reman Strumpet) or perhaps for 
rubbing upon the Ambition, Covetouſneſs and Lazinefſs of the Dignified, ard 
Ignorance and Looſneſs oi the ordinary Clergy of the Church (of which 1 
could produce Five hundred groſs Inſtances); I ſay theſe things breed bad 
Blood, and in part gave beginnings to thoſe Animoſities, that at laſt broke 

-torth , with tome otber-Pretences into all thoſe Nations! Troubles that agi- 

tated--this poor Kingdom, for Fen. Years togethery.in! which the, Church of 
+ Eng/and; became the greateſt Looker, : Her Clergy turn'd out, her Nobility and 
Gentry Sequeſtred, Decimated, Impriſoned, &c. - And wheever ſhe is plealed 
-tothink, nothing is truer, therr that her Penal Laws, and Condutt in the Srar- 
Chamber ; and b1gb. Commiſſion Court in. matters of Religions was her over- 
throw. 'Tis 
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"Tis as evident, the fame Humour fince tte Reſtoration of the late 
King, has had almolt the fame Etiext. For noting was grown fo little 
and contermptible as the Church of E714 in ti; Kingdom the now inti- 
tles her ſelt che Church of : Wirnets the Eleftions oi the laſt three Parlia - 
ment: b-fore this, I knew it may be f4id the Pertons choton were Church-g0- 
ers; I conſeſ{3 it, for the Law would have them fo. But robody were more 
avers to the Politicks of tre GVlergy ; intlomurh that ts Parton and the Pa- 
riſh almoſt every where divided upon the queltion of their Election. In 
truth, it has been the Favor and Comnremce of the Crown, and not her in- 
triniick Interett or Va!ue, thet h:3 kept her up to this Day ; elſe her Perot 
Laws, the B:{work of the Churci of Erg/uu4, by the ſame tigere, that ſhe is 
one againſt Popery, had ſunk her long lince. 

I hope I may, by this time conclude without cflence, that the Perl Laws 
have been a Mak--bate in the great Family of the Kingdom, ferting the Father 
againſt his Children, and Brethren againit Brethren ; nor only giving the Em- 
pire to one, but endeavouring to extinguilh the reſt, and that tor this the Church 
of Exg/and has once paid a levere Reckoning. I apply ic thus : Is it not her In« 
tereft to be careful ſhe does it nota lecond time? the has a fair Opportunity to 
prevent it, and keep her ſelt where ſhe is, that is, the Publick Re{:z:0n of the 
Country.with the real Maintenance of it ; which is a plain preference to all the 
reſt. If the hopes by her Averſion to a general Eaſe, to let up for a Bulwerk 
againſt Popery, one Year will ſhow the rick, and mightily deceive her, and 
the Opportunity will be loſt, and another Bargain driven, I dare aflure her, 
mightily to her Diſadvantage. Violence and Tyranny are no natural Conſc- 
quences of Popery, for then they would follow every where, and in all places 
and times a-like. But we ſee in twenty Governments in Germany there is nong 
tor Religion, nor was not for an Age in France, and in Ps'a.d, the Popith Con- 
rons of Sw.tze: land, Vewce, Luccay Colowa, ec. where that Religion is Dominance, 
the People erjoy their Ancient and Civil Rights a little more ſteadily than they 
have of late time done in ſome Proteſtant Countries nearer home, almot ever 
fince the Reformation. Is this againſt Proteſtancy ? No, but very much againſt 
Proteſtants, For had they been true to their Principles, we had been upon berter 
Terms. Sothat the Reformation was not the Fault, but not keeping to it bet- 
ter than ſome have done ; For whereas they were Pa»//'s that both cbtzin'd the 
Great Charter and Charter of Foreft;, and in the fuccclhve Reigns of the Kings ot 
their Religion, Induſtriouſly laboured the Confirmation ot them, as the great 
Text of their Liberties and Properties, by above thirty other Laws; we find al- 
moſt an equal Number to Deſtroy them, and but one made in their Favour 
fnce the Reformation, and that ſhrowdly againſt the will of the high Church- 
men too ; I mean the Petition of Right, in the third Year of Charles the firſk. In 
ſhort, They deſire a legal Security with us, and we are afraid of it, leaſt ic 
ſhould inſecure us ; when nothing can do it to certainly as their Inſecurity, for 
Safety makes no Man Deſparate. Ard he that fecks eaſe by Law, therefore does 
it,becauſe he would not attemptit by Force, Are we atraid of their Power ard 
yet provoke it ? Ii this Jealoutic and Averhon prevail, it may &rive her to a Bar- 
gain withthe Kingdom for ſuch general Redemption of Property,as may dcſo.ve 
our great Corporation of Conſcience,and then the will think that half a Loat a1 
been bettexy than no Bread, and that it had been more adviſible tohave ».:744 
with Peyal Law:,that only lery dto dreſs her in _—_—— have !oſt all tor keepirg 
| them ; 
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them ; eſpecially, when it wzs but parting with Spurs, Claws and B.!!; that mace 
her look morelike a I/:/ture than a Dove, anda Lion than a Lamb. 

But I proceed to my next Reaſon, why it is ter Intereſt ro Repeal thoſe Pe- 
ral Law:, (though a greater cannot be advanced to Men than /elf Pre/ervatior) and 
that is, That ſhe eſe breaks wich a King heartily inclin'd to preſerve her by any way that 
15 10t Perſecutincy and whoſe Intercit ſhe once perſu'd at all Adventures, when 
more than ſhe ſces was ſuggeſted to her by the Men of the Intereſt the oppo- 
icd in favour of his Claim, What then has befallen her, that ſhe changes the 
courle the rook with ſuch reſolutions of perſeverance ? for bringing him tothe 
Crown with this Religion, could not be more her Duty to his Title, or her In- 
ecreſt to ſupport her own, than it is ſtill, ro be tair with him. If ſhe ow'd 
the one to him and to Chriſtianity, ſhe is not leſs indebted to her {elf the 
other. Does he ſeek to impole his own Religion upon her? By no means. 
'Therc is no body would abhor the Attempt, or, at all Adventures, condemn 
it more than my ſelf, What thenis the matter 2 why he deſires caſe for his 
Religion, ſhe does not think fit to conſider him in this, (no not to the King 
the brought with this Obje-tion tothe Crown.) Certainly ſhe is much in the 
wrong (and thews her elf an ill Courtier, though it was become her calling) 
hrit ro give him Roaſt-meat, then beat him with the Spir. Is not this to 
quit thoſe high Principles of Loyalty and Chriſtianity ſhe valued her felt once 
upon, and what ſhe can, provoke the Milchiefs ſbe fears? certainly this is di- 
viding in Judgment from him that ſhe has acknowledged to be her Eccle/iafi- 
cal Head. 

My fifth Reaſon is, that as the making and exccuting the Penal Laws for 
Religion affets all the ſeveral Partics of Proteſtznt Dillenters as well as the 
Papitts (the Judges in Vayghan's time, and he at the Head of them, giving ic 
2s their Opinion, they were cqually expoſed to thoſe Laws) and that are 
thereby naturally driven intoan Intereſt with them ; ſo it is at this time great- 
ly the Prudence of the Church of England to rep:ai them, for by ſo doing ſhe 
divides the Intereſt that ſelf Preſervation allows ail Men to perſue, that arc 
united by danger : And fince the is aſſured the Papiſts ſhall not have the 
leſs Eaſe in this King's time than if the Laws were Repeal'd, and that her 
Fears are not of the ſucceeding Reigns, how is their Repeal a great Inſecu- 
rity, eſpecially, when by that, ſhe draws into her Intereſt all the Proteſtant 
Diſſenters, that are abundantly more conſiderable than the Papis, and that are 
25 unwilling that Popery ſhoald be National as her ſelf. For if this be not 
oranted, ſee what Reputation follows to the Church of Englznd. She tells 
the King ſhe does not delire his Friends ſhould be perſecuted, yet the forbea- 
rance muſt not be by Dec/aration to fave the Government, nor by Law to ſave 
her ; and without one of theſe Warrants, every civil Magiſtrate and Officer in 
"England is Perjured that ſuffers them in that Liberty againſt Law. How can 
ſhe be fincerely willing that ſhould be done, that ſhe is not willing ſhould 
be done legally. 

But Sixthly. The Church of England does not know but they or ſore other 
Party may at one time or other prevail. It ſeems to me her Intereſt to ſet a 
good Example, and fo to beſpeak cafie Terms for her telt. I know of none 
intended, :nd believe no body but her {elf can place her fo low. yet if it were her 
unhappineſs, Irthink to have civil Property ſecur'd out of the Queſtion of Reli- 
gion, and Conſtraint upon Conſcience preventod by a glorious Xagns Charta 
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for the liberty of it, were not a thing of ill conſequence to her Irtereſt. TI.ct us 
but conſider what other Princes did for their own Religion, within the laſt ſeven 
Reigns, when they came to the Crown, and we cannot think fo loft and cquil 
a thing as an impartial Liberty of Conſcience, after all that las been ſaid of a 
Popitſh Succe!for, an ordinary CharzCter of a Prince, or a mein Aſſurance to us - 
This ought not to ſlip her Reflection. Beſides. there is [ome care due to Poſterits : 
Tho the preſent Members of her Communion mzy e.cape the Ternpcation, 
their Children may not: They may change the Religion of their Education , 
and conſcientiouſly chuſe ſome other Communion. Wouid they ſubmit the #--- 
1114: they leave them to the Rape of hungry Courtier:y Biggits and indigent Inter 
e's, Or have their poor Pofterity Impoverr{i d, Bairſi2 d 0» E:cc4:ed for Sober ard 
Religious Diſſent ? God knows into whole hands theſe Laws at laſt may fall, 
what Miſchiet they may do, and towhom. Believe me, 2a King of the humor 
of Sir F. K. of the W'f, or Sir FF. A. ot Reading, or Sir R. B. or $.S. of London, 
would, with ſuch vouchers, quickly make a Go/za:2 of of the Kingdom. If 
ſhe thinks her ſelf conſiderable in Number or Eſtate, the will have the more to 
loſe. Let her not therefore eſtablith that in the Prejudice of others, that may in 
the hands of others turn to ber Prejudice. 

Lafily. 1 would not have her miſs the advantage that is defigned her by 
thoſe that perhaps ſhe thinks worſt of. 1 dare ſay no body would willingly fee 
the Presbyterian in her Chair, and yer that may happen to be. the contequence of 
ler Tenaciouſnels in a little time. Fcr it the Averſion her Sons promote by 
whole ſale againſt Povery ſhould prevail, the remains of it in her ſelf are not 

(like to eſcape that Reformation : I mean, her Epiſcopal Government, and the Cc 
remonies O: her Worthip, for which ſhe has vext the moſt Conſcious People of 
this Kingcom above an Age paſt. And the Prc:byterian being a rich, induſtrious & 
numerous Party, as well among the Nobility and Gentry, as Trading and Coun- 
try People, I cannot ſee but the next Motion, naturally ſpeaking, is like to tend 
that way ; ſorother Parties, however well eſteemed, may ſeem too great a ſtep 
of Reformation at once, and methinks the has taſted enough of that &egimcrr, 
to be once wiſe, and keep the BaUance in her own Hands. And certain it is, 
that nothing will (o effectually do this as the catreated Liberty of Conſcience ; 
for then there will be four Parties of Difſenters beſides her ſclf, ro Ballance a- 
gainſt any Deligns that may warp or byaſ5 things to their Advancement. And 
that Which ought to induce the Church of Erngiand not a little co haſten, as we!l 
as do the thing, is this; ſhe is now a fort of National Church by P wer, the 
will then be the Publick Church by Concurrence of all Parties. Inſtead of E- 
nemies to invace or undermine her, they that ſhould do it are made the Friends 
of her Safety by the happine!'s they enjoy through her Complacency : And if a- 
ny ſhould be ſo unnatural or ungratetul co her, the Intereſt of the reſt will ob- 
lige them to be her $p:e: and Secrr:ty againſt the Ambition of any ſuch Party. 
I do heartily pray to God that he would en/17h en the Eres of her Leader:, and give 
them good Hearts too, that Fa#i»: may not prevail againſt Charity , in the 
name of Religion : And above all, that the would not be proud of her Num- 
bers, or ſtand off upon that ReflcCtion ; for that alone will quickly lefien ther 
in a Nation loving Freedom as much as this we live in; And whar appears in 
the Town is an ill Glaſs to take a proſpe<t of the Country by : There are Pa- 
rithes that have Fifteen Thouſand Souls in them, and it 1 wo come to Churc!: 
it is matter of Brag, tho half the rclt be ws among the {eyeral diflerting 
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Congregations or their Judgment. I would not have her miſtaken, tough 
Popery be an Unpopular thing, 'tis as certain ſhe of a long time has not been Po- 
pular, and on that Principle never can be: And if ſhe ſkould Plow with that 
Heifer now, and gain a little by the Averſion to Popery ; when it is diſcern'd 
that Popery does return to the civil Intereſt of the Kingdom they will quickly 
be Friends. For beſides that we are the eaſieſt and beſt natur'd People in tlic 
World to be appeas d, there are thoſe charms in Liberty and Property to Eng- 
liſh Nature that no endeavours can refiit or diſappoint. And can we realonably 
think the Romaniſts will be wanting in thar, when they lee it is their own 
and perhaps their only Intereſt to do ſo ? Theſe are the Arguments which, 
I contels, have prevailed with me to importune the Church of Eng/ard to yield 
tothe Repeal oi all the Penal Statutes, and I ttould be glad to lee them cither 
well refuted or ſubmitted to. 

I ſhall now Addreſs my elf to thoſe of the Roman Church, and hope to make 
it appear it is their Intereſt to fit down thankfully with the Liberry ef Conſerence 
herein defired, and that a Toleration and no 1:0r6y Is that which all Romanfe ought 
ro be fſatisned with. My Reaſons are theſe. Firſt, The Oppe/irion that Popery 
every where finds: For in nothing is the Kingdom ſo much of a mind as in this 
Averfion : "Tis no news, and ſo may be the better {aid and taken. I lay then 
this Unity, this Univer/ality and this V,Sibilry againſt Popery, make the attempt, 
tor more than Liberty of Conſcience, too great and Dangerous. I believe 
there may be {ome poor ſilly Bigger: that hope bigger, and talk further, but 
who can help that ? there are weak pcople of all fides, and they will be mak- 
ing a pudder : But what's the ! anguage of their true Interef, the Infallible Guide 
of the wiſer Men? Safer certainly ; and that in ſucceeding Reigns to chule : 
And if ſo, thcir Steps muſt be modeſt, for they are Watch'd and Num- 
berd. And tho their Prudence thould ſubmit fo their. Zeal, both muſt yield 
to Nece/fity , whether they like it or no. . What they convert upon the 
Square , Per/wa/iew | mean, is their own, and much good may it do them: 
Bur the fear is not of this, and for compelling the avers Geni»s of the King- 
dom , they have not the means, What ever they would do if they had them: 
Which is my ſecond Reaſon. I ſay they have nor the Power, and that is what 
we apprehend moſt. There are three things that prove this in my Opinion. 
Firſt, rheir wt of Hands, next, want of Time, and laſtly, rbeir Tnreftmne Diviſien ; 
which, whatever we think, is not inconſiderable. They arc few, we muſt all a- 


gree, to the Kingdom, upon the beſt Computation that could be made. Out of 


cight Millions ot People, they are not Thirty Thouſavd, and thole bur thinly ſown 
up and down the Nation ; by which it appears that the Diſproportion of the 
anal Strength is not lefs than, Two hundred and ſeventy perſons to One. 
So that Popery in England 1s like a Spirit wirhout a Body, or a General without 
an Army. It can hurt no more than Bullets without Powder, or a Sword and 
no Hand to uſe it. I dare ſay, there is not of that Communion , enough at 
on<e, to make all the Covl Fircs in London, and yer we are apprehenſive they 
are able ro conſume the wiole Kingdom. I am ſtill more afraid of her Foar: 
than of them ; for tho they ſeem high, ſhe thinks their Religion in no Reign 
has appeared much lower. 

O but they have the King of their Side, and be has the Evecutive Power in tris Hand' ! 
True, and this I call the Artificial Strength of the Kingdom. Bur I ſay, firſt 
we have bis Word to bind him. And tho ſome may think our Kings cannot be 
tyed 


tyed by their People, certainly they may be tyed by themſelves What if T 
don't look upon the AX of both Houſes to oblige the King, his own Con- 
ce.i;on muſt ; and that may be given in an Act of State. I take the King to be 
as well obliged in Honour and Conſcience to what he promiſes his People 
in another Method, as if it had been by his Roral Aﬀ4ent in Parliament ; 
tor an honeſt mans Word is good every Where, and why a Kings thould 
not I can't tell. ?T1s true, the Place differs and the Voice comes with grea- 
ter Solemnity , but why it ſhould with greater Truth I know not. And if 
rhe Church of England will but be adviſed to give him the opportunity of keeping 
his repeated Word with her, and not Ceprive her (elf of that advantage by Jealou- 
f1:s and Diſtances that make her ſuſpe-ted, and may force him into another Con- 
du:t, I cannot help believing that the King wiil no: to a tittle let ker {cel the atlu- 
rance and benefit of his Promiſes. | 

Bur next, we have hi: Age for or Security which 1s the tecond Proof, ofthe 
{ſecond Realon, why the Papifts ſhould look no farther than a To'erarron. This 
is the want of Time I mention'd. They have but one Life in the Lea, and 
tis out of their power to renew ; and this Life has liv'd [aft too, and is got 
within ſeven of thrceſcore ; a greater Age than moſt of his Anceſtors ever at- 
tain'd. Well, but he has an Army and many Officers of h:s own Religion. And if it bz 
ſo, what can it do Ir may ſuppreſs an Infurre:tion, but upon the attempts 
we fooliſhly fear, they were hardly a Breakfaſt to the Quarters they live in. 
For if they were together, all the contines or remote parts ot the Nation would 
Riſe like Graſs upon them, and it di'perſed, to be ture they have not ſtrength 
for ſuch an Attempt. 

Bur if they are not Sufficier t, there is a Potent Prince not far off can hel» the Deſicr, 
who is not angry with Pretflancy at hom? only, Suppoſe this, is there not as Potent 
Navi! Powers to allift the Conſtitution ofthe Kingdom from tuch Invaſions ? 
yes, and Land ones too. And as the Proteſtant Governments have more Ships 
than the other, ſo an equal Land Force, when by ſuch attempts to make Po- 
pery univerſal, they are awaken'd to the ufe of them : But certainly we muſt 
be very lilly to think the King ſhould ſuffer fo great a ſhike to his own In- 
tereſt as admitting an Army ot Forcigners to enter his Kingdom on any pre- 
rceace > muſt neceſſarily occalion. Theſ: Bu-B+-rga;, and Riw-1Had:, and 
B!oody-Bones, are the Malice of ſome. and Weakneis of others. But Time, 
that Informs Children, will tell the Worl4 the meaning of the Fright, 

The third Proof of my {econd Reaſon, is ihr Fiteftine Divition mnong ther 


ſelves, That Diviſion weakens a gre:zt Bodv, and renders a {mail one 


harmle's, all will agree. Now that there is (uch a thing as Diviſion among 
them is Town-talk. The Secylzrs and & lars bave ever been two Intercits all 
the Roman Church over, and they are not only to kere. bu: the R-2ulazsr differ 
among themſelves. There iz not a Cottce-Houſe in Town that does no! free- 
ly tell us that the Feſuires and Beredittiner are at variance, tat Court a D- the 
Popes Nuncio and Biſhop Ly4-» Ditlent mightily from the Politicks o! the 
rt; Nay t'other Day the Story ws that they had prevai'”d entirely over thera, 
The Lords and Gentlemen of her Communion have as warmly conteſted a- 
bout the lengths they ought to go, Aodera:ton ſeerns to be the conclution. '1'0- 
ether they are little, and can dolittle ; and divided, th:.cy are Gontempt be ine 
ead of Terrible, 


| Laſtly. The Reman Church ought to be diſcreet, and think of nothing further 
then the entreated general Eaſe, becauſe it would be an extream that muſt be- 
get another in the ſuccecding Reign, For as I can never think her fo weak 
az weil as bale, that aſter all her Arguments for the Jus Divinum of Succeſſion, 
ſhe ſhould, in the Face of the World, attempt t violate it in the wrong of 
One of another Per{wation, ( for that were an eternal loſs of her with Man- 
kind.) So it the does not, and yet is Extravagant, ſhe only riſes higher to fall 
lower than all others in another Reign. This were provoking their own Ruin. 
And to lay true, either way would, as the ſecond Letter has it, diſcredit her 
for ever, and make true Prophets of thoſe tacy had raken iſuch pains to prove 
talſs Witneſſes. And ſuppoſing her to reckon upon the juſt Succeſſion, nothing 
can recommend her, or continue her Happineſs in a Reign ot another Jueg- 
ment, but this Liberty equally maintained, that other Perſwaſions, more nume- 
rous, ſor that reaſon as well as tor their own takes, are obliged to inſure her. 
Here the Fuurdation is broad and Rrong, and what is built upon it, has the 
looks of long Lite. The Indenture will at leaſt be, 9umi-perrire, and Parties are 
not ſo mortal as Men, And &ss this joyns, ſo it preſerves Intercſt intire, which 
amounts to a Religions Amity and a Civil Unity at the worlt. 

Upon the whole matter, 1 adviſe the Members of the Reman Communion in 
this Kingdom, to be moderate, *tis their Duty, and it belongs to all Men to 
ſee it and feel it from cher, and it behoves them mightily they would ; ſor the 
t{t part of this Diſcourle belongs to their Hopes , as well as to the Church of 
Englands Fears, viz, the Duty and Spirit of Chriflianity Next, let them do good Of- 
fice: between the King and his excellent Children, for as that will be well taken 
by 'o affectionate a Father, ſoit gives the lie to their Enemics Suggeſtions, and 
recommends tem to the Grace and Favour of the Succeſſors. And having ſaid 
this, 1 have ſaid all that belongs to them in particular. There is left only my 
Addre's to the Proteſtant CiJemters, and a general Conclufion to finiſh this Di!- 
courſe. | 

Your Calc, that are called Prozeftant Diſſenters, difters mightily from that of 
the Church of Ergland and Kome. For the firſt have the Laws for her, the laſt the 
Price. Thoſe Laws are ag mf you, and ſhe is not willing they ſhould be Re- 
peal'd : The Prince offers to be kind to you if you pleaſe; Your Intereſt, in 
this ConjunCture, is the Neon. I think none ought to be made, that it is the 
Liberty of Conſcience, deſired, becauſe you have much more need of it, having 
neither Laws nor Prince of your ſide, nor a Succeſſor of any of your Perſwa- 
fions. The Fears of Popery I know reach you ; but it is to be remembred 
alſo, that if the Laws are not Repeal'd, there wants no new ones to Deſtroy 
you, of the Papiſts making ; {o that every fear you are taught to have of their 
Repeal, is againſt your ſelves. Suppoſe your Apprehenfions well grounded, 
you can but be Deſtroy'd; which is moſt comfortable for you to ſuffer by 
Law or without it? 'The Church of England, by her Penal Laws, and the Diftrine 
of Headſhiz, has Armed that Religion (as it falls out) to Deſtroy you. Nay, has 
made it a Duty in the King to do ir, from which (lays ſhe) nothing but an Act 
of Parliament can abſolve him, and that ſhe is not willing to allow. And is 
it not as reaſonable that you ſhould ſeek their Repeal, that if you ſuffer from 
the Papiſts, it may be without humane Law, as well as 2gainſt Chriſts Law, 
as for the Church of Exz/and to keep them in force , becauſe if ſhe ſuffers, it 
ſhall be againſt the Laws made to uptold her ? For not repealing them, brings 
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you an inevitable miſchief, and her, at moſt, but an uncertain ſafety 4 tho 
tis certain, ſhe at the ſame time will Sacrifice youto it. And yet if I were 
10 her caſe, it would pleaſe me better to remove Laws that might reproach 
me, and ſtop my Mouth when turn'd againſt me, and be content that if | 
Sutter for my Religion, it is againft the Law of God , Chriftianity and the 
Fundamentals of the old and true Civil Government of my Country , before 
ſuch Laws helpt to ſpoll it. 

In ſhort, you muſt either go 10 Chr ch, or Med, or let fall FLULY or ſhipping F 
God in the way you believe. It the firſt, you are Hypecrite:, and give away the 
Cauſe, and reproach your dead Brethrens Sincerity, and gratihe the old ac- 
culation of Schiſm, Amiitiony Fe. and finally loſe the Hope and Reward of all 
your Sufferings. It the ſecond, viz. that you Mevt againſt Law, you run into 
the Mouth of the Government, whoſe Teeth are to meet in you and Deſtroy 
you, as by Law eftabliſh:d. If the laſt, you deny your Faith, over-throw your 
own Arguments, fall away from the Apoftolical Dotrine of aiſembling roge- 
ther, and ſo muſt fall incothe Hands of God, and under the troubles of your 
own Conſciences and woundings of his Spirit, of which *tis ſaid, who can bear 
them. $o that nothing is plainer then that Proteftant Diſſenters are not oblig'd to 
govern themſelves after ſuch Chur:h of England Meaſures, ſuppoſing her Fears 
and ]caloufies better Bottom'd then they are : For they are neither in this 
King's time in the ſame Condition, with her if the Penal Laws remain in 
force, nor like to be fo, if the can help it, in the next Reign, it they are not 
Repeal'd in this ; ſo that chey are to be certainly Perſecuted now, in hopes 
of an uncertain Liberty then. Uncertain both whether it will be in her Pow- 
er, and whether the will do {it if it be. The Langnage of Fear and Aſſurance 
are two things , Affliction promiſes what Pro/p:ricy rarely performs. Of this 
Promiſes made to induce the late Kings Reſtoration, and the cancelling of the 
former Declaration, and what followed upon both are a plain proof. And 
though the laſt Mtminſfer Parliament enclin'd to it ; nobody fo much oppos'd 
it as the Clergy, and the moſt Zealous Sons of that Church : And it they 
could or would not then fee it to be reaſonable, I can't ſee why one ſhould 
truſt to People ſo ſelfiſh and ſhort-ſighted. Bur if ſhe will Rloop to all thoie 
Didenting Intereſts that are Proteſtant, it muft either be by « compre 11, and 
then ſhe muſt part with her By»p;, her Comon-Pray:r, her Coremmics, and 
this it (elf is but Pre:5yterian; (and ſhe muſt go lower yer, if the will com- 
prehend the reſt) or, if not, ſhe muſt Perſecute or give this Liberty of Con- 


ſcience at laſt ; which, that ſhe will ever yeild to uncompel'd, and at a time 


ro0, When there is none to do it, while ſhe reſuſes it under her preſent preſ- 
ſing Circumſtances, I confeſs I cannot apprehend. But there is y<t one Argu- 
ment that can never fail to oblige your compliance with the General Eaſe en- 
treated ; viz. That the Penal Laws a'e againſt our treat Law of Property, and ſo woix 
1m themſelves. This has been the Language of every Apology, and that which, 
to ſay true, is not to be anſwerd : How then can you decline to help their 
Repeal, that in Con/cience, Rea/o; and Law you think void-in their own Na- 
ture - 

Laſtly, There is nothing that can put you in a Condition to help your 
ſelves, or the Church of England agaiuſt the Domination of Poper;, but that which 
ſhe weakly thinks the way to hurt you both, viz. The Repra! of the Penal Law: 
For as you are, you are zzed Hand and Foot, you are not your own men, you 

can 
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'can neither ſerve her nor your ſelves, you are faft in the Stocks of her Laws, 
and the courie ſhe would have you take, is to turn Martyr: under them to ſup- 
port them. If you like the Barga:: you are the beſt natur'd People in the 
World, and ſymethigg more. And tince Begging is in Faſhion, I ſhould defire 
no other Eo» ; for upon fo plain a loſs ot your Wits, your Eſtates will of 
courſe fall a-ſtray'to the Government, ſo that without the help of a Penal 
Law, you make an admirable Prize. 

I have no mind to end fo pleaſantly with you. I have a ſincere and Chri- 
ſtian regard to you and yours. Be mo: Conzn'd , nor Captions, at this Funttnre. 

know ſome of you are told, i; you laſe this Liberty, you introduce Idolatry, and: 
br Conicience! ſake you'cannot do it. - But that's a pure miſtake, and im- 
prov'd, 1 tear, by thole that know it is ſo, which makes it the worie ; lor 
it is not Introducing Idolatry (taking for granted that Popery is ſo) but fav- 
ing the People from being Deſtroy'd that profeſs. that Religion. It Chr, 
and his -420:{les bad taken this'courſe with the World, they muſt have Kvlled 
them inſtead of Converting them, "Tis your miſtake to think the Jew!ſo rigo- 
rous Conſtitution is adequate to the Chritian Diſpeniation ; by no means : 
That one Conceit of Fudaiſing Chriftianity in our Politicks, has fill'd the World 
with Miſery, of -which this poor Kingdom has had its ſhare. [4zlarors are to 
be Enlighten'd and Perſwaded, as St. Pan! did the Athenian; and Romans, and not 
kngch on the Head,' Which mends no body. And to ſay a Chriitien Magiſtrate 
is ro do that, that: a Chriſtian can't do, is ridiculous ;. unleſs like the Biſhop 
of Mu»ſter, who goes like a Biſhop one part of the Day, and a Souldier the 
other, he is to be « Chrigian in the Morning and a Mogiſtrate in the Afternoon, 
Bekdes, 'tis onething ro enaCt a Religion Naticnal, and compel Obedience 
to it (which would make this Caſe abominable indeed) and another thing to 
take off unchriſtian Penalties for the ſake of ſuch miſtakes, ſince that is to 
give them Power-to hurt others, and this only to ſave you from being kurt 
tor meer Religion. 

To conclude my Addreſs to you, of all People, it would look the moſt 
difingenious in you, and give-you an Air, the leaſt Senhble , Charitable and 
Chrittian not to endeavour ſuch an Eale that have ſo much wanted it, and ſo 
often and 1o earneſtly. preſſed it, even to Clamour. But that you ſhould do 
it for their Sakes.who have ulcd you ſo, and that the Inſtruments of their 
Cruelty, te Penal Low:, ſhould from a common Grievance hecome a Darling 
to any among You,. Will be 1uch a Reproach ro your Underſtandings and 
Conſciences, that no Time or Argument can wipe off, and which 1 beſeech 
God and You to preyent, 
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Shall conclude with one Argument, that equally concerns you all, sn4 

that is this ; you claim the Character of Ezg/ſþ Mem. Now to be an 

Engliſh Man, in the ſence of the Government, 1sto be a Freeran, whether 
Lcrd, or Cemmoner, to hold his Liberty :nd Pcfieflions by Lams of bi: own con 
ſenting unto and not to forfeit them upon Fats made Faults, by Humour, 
F:EQtion or Partial Intereſt prevailing in the Governing part again the Con- 
ſitution of the Kingdom ; but for Faults only, that zre ;uch in thenature of 
civil Government ; to Wit, Breaches of theſe Laws that are mace by the whole, m8 
perſnance of common Right, for the goed of the whole: | 

This regard muſt at no time be neglected, or violated towards any one in- 
tereſt ; for the moment we concece to iuch a Breach upon cur General Li- 
berty, be it from an averſion we carry to the Principles ct thoſe we expoſe, 
or ſome little Gnifter and temporary Benefit of our own , we Sacrifice our 
ſelves in the prejudices we draw upon others, or ſufter ther to fall under ; 
for our Intereſt in this reſpect is common. If then as Erghſh Mer, we are 
as mutually intereſted in the inviolable conſervation of each others Civil 
Rights, as men embark'd in the ſame Veſlel are to ſavethe Ship they are in 
for their own ſakes, we ought to Watch, Serve and Secure the Intercſt ot 
one another, becauſe it is our own to do ſo 5 and not by any means 
endure that to be done to pleaſe ſome narrow regard of any one Par- 
ty, which may be drown in Example at ſome other turn of Power 10 e111 onn "t1r 
Rum. 

Had this Honeſt, Juſt, Wiſe and Engliſh Conſideration prevailed with our 
Anceſtors of all Opinions from the days of Richard the ſecond, there bad been 
leſs Bleed, Impriſonment, Plunder, Beggery for the Government of this Kingdom 
to anſwer fqr. - Shall I peak within our own knowledge, and that withour 
Offence, there has been Ruin'd, fince the late Kings Reſtoration, above 
Fifteen Thouſand Families, and more then Five Thoufand Pcrfons Dead 
under Bonds for matters of meer Conſcienceto God : But who hath laid itto Heart ? 
It is high time now we ſhould, eſpecially when our King, with ſo much Grace 
and is leads us the way. 
| I beſeech you all, if you have any Reverence towards God, any Value for 
the Excellent Conſtitution of this Kingdom , any Tenderne's for your Po- 
ſerity, any Love for your Selves, you would embrace this hzppy Conjuns« 
Qure, and perſue a common Expedient ; That fince we cannot agree to 
meet 1n_one Profeffion of Religion, we may entirely do it in this commmen 
Civil, Intereſt where we are all equally engaged ; and therefore we ought for 
our ,own, ſakes to ſeek anothers Security , that if we cannot be the Better, 
We mpay-not; be'the Worſe, for our Periwakons, in things that bear no relatt- 
on. to them, and in which, it is impoſſible we ſhould Suffer, and the Go- 
vernment eſcape, that is ſo much concern*d in the ciyi! Support and Proiperi:y 
of every Party and Perſon that belongs 6 it. , 
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Let us not therefore uphold Pena! Law: againſt any of our Religious Perſwaſi- 
ons, nor make Te/t: out of each others Faiths, to exclude one another our civil 
Rights ; for by the ſame Reaſon that denying Tra»/ub/tantiation, 1s made One to 
exclude a Pa;i/k, ro own it, may be made one to exclude a Church of England-man, 
a Precbytorien, an IniJependanty a Qraker, and Anabaptiſt : For the Queſtion 1s not 
who is in the right .in Opinion, but whether he is not in Practice m the wrong, 
that for ſuch an Opinion deprives his Neighbour of his commun Right ? Now 
'ris certain there is not one of any party, that would willingly have « Te# mage 
out of his Belief, to abridge him of his native Priviledge ; and therefore nei- 
ther the Opinion of Tranſubſtanciation in the Papiſts, Epe/copacy in the Church of 
England Man, Free-will in the Arminian, Predeination in the Presbyterian, per- 
i1cular Churches in the Independant, Nipping of ad lr people in t"e Anabaptilt, nor 
»o:-/wearing in the Quaker, ought to be made a 7+/? of, to deprive him of the 
Comforts of his Life, or render him incapable of the Service of his Country, 
to which by a natural Obligation he is indebted, and from which, no Opthi- 
von can diſcharge him, and tor that Reaſon, much leſs ſhoald any other Party 
think it fit, or in their power to exclude him. W di "0 

And indeed it were ridiculous to talk of giving Liberty of Confente 
(which yet ſew have now the fore-head to oppoſe) and at: the ſametime im\a- 
gine thole ef; that do exclude men that Service and- Reward , ought*to be 
continued: For though it does not immediately concern me; being neither Of 
ficer nor Paj!/t, yet the Conſequence is general, and every party, even theChurch 
of Erg/and, Will find her {elf concern'd upon retietion ; For ſhe cannot affare her 
ſelf it raay not come to be her turn. | 

Bur, Is it not an odd thing, that by leaving them on foot, every botly ſhall 
have Libuty of Conſcience but rhe Goverament * for While a man's out of Of- 
fice, he is Tei-free, but the hour he is choſen to any ſtation, be it in the Legi}). 
110n Or Adminiſtration, he muſt wiredraw his Conſcience to hold it, or be exauded 
with the Brand of Diſſent : And-can t!:is be equal or wiſe ? Is this the way to em- 
ploy men for the good of the Publick,, where Opinion prevails xhwve Ferihes, and 
Abilities are ſubmitted to the humour of « Party ; (urely none can{tHink this a'Crre for 
Diviſions, or that Animofities arelike to be prevented by the oofy ways in the 
World that beget and heightenthem, Nor isit poflible that the eaſe that ſou!d 
be granted can continue longwyhen'the Party iv whole favoar they! are not rc 
peal'd, may thereby be enabled roturn thepoint of the:Sword again upgn-DiC- 
ſenters. 1241 Wy 13008 

1 know Hollend is giverrin ObjeQion to this extent 'of freedsmm,. where on!+ 
cne Perſwaſion bas the Government, though the reſt their Liberey?' —_ oa 
confider, firſt, how much mere Holland ir wide) Inlay 7 A A, "6 
Next, That our Conflitutions differ. greatly," . For the irft; "vis/phin/ ifneh elf 
compaſs they live in ; the uncertainty 'and precariouſat3'otthe maant of *heir 
ſubkRence : That as they are in more-danget of Drowning, {6 neerer rgitt' by 
any Commcaion in the State, than other Conntrio: dei!  Trrding is as 3p 
port, This, keeps them bufie, Thar, :makes then Riel” ahdFFe ok 2 
gives them caution of the diſorders thati may (poil'ther'eN'ir! Phis' Aikes 
governing Party wary how they" uſe their Power, #0 oth Imerefhral 
der how they reſiſt it ; for upon it, they have feaſon' to [thr '#"'Publitk Deloli. 
tion ; ſince Holland has not a nztural and Domeſtick'F4r4 to rely uporl/ or re- 
turn to from ſuch National Diſorders, 227. 8  I0V8 
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The next Conſideration is as clear and cogent ; our, Conflitutions differ mighti- 
ly : For though they have the Name of a Repwblick, yet in their choice, in or- 
der to the Legiflature they are! much leſs than we are : And-fince the Free- 
holders of all Parties in Eng/2»d may Ele, which in Holand they can no more 
do than they can be choſen, there is good reaſon why all may be elected to 
to ſerve their King and Country here, that in Holland cannot be choien or 
ſerve. And if our Power to chuſe be larger than theirs in Holland, we are cer- 
tainly then a freer People, and ſo ought not to be confin'd, as they are about 
what Perſon it is that muſt be choſen: Methinks it bears no proportion , and 
therefore the Inſtance and ObjeQion are improper to our purpoſe. ; 
Bur ir is ſaid by ſome, That there cannot be two predominant Religions, and if the 
Church of England be not thats Popery by the Kings Favour is like to be ſo. It 1 
certain that wo predominant Religions, would be two Uppermoſts at once, Whici 
is nonſenſe every where : But as I cannot ſee what need there is for the Ghurch 
of England to lote her Churches or Revenues, ſo while ſhe has them, believe 
me, ſhe is Predominant in the thing of the World that lies neareſt her Guides. 

Bur if I were to ſpeak my inclination, I cannot apprehend the neceflity of any 
Predominant Religion,underſtanding the word,with Penal Laws in the tale of it : 
the Miſchief of it, in a Country of ſo many powerful Intereſts as this, I can ea- 
fily underſtand, having had the opportunity of ſeeing and feeling it too: And 
becauſe nothing can{keep up the Ball cf Vengeance like ſuch a Predorminant Religi- 
on, and that Penal Laws and Tefs are the means of the Domination, I, tor 
that reaſon, think them fit ro be Repeal'd, and let: Engliſh Mankind fay 4- 
ME N. 

. I do not love Quibling, but 'tis true, ® a Lamentation, that there is lictle of 
the Power of Religion ſeen where there is ſuch a predominant one, unlefa among 
thoſe it Domineers over. 74 8 

1 conclude, they that are ſo Predeminant, and they that ſeek to be fo (be they 
who they will) move by the ſame Spirit and Principle, and bowever differing 
their Pretepſions and Ends may be, the odds are yery little tg Te, by which it is 
1 muſt be Oppreſt. Hs TN £ 

Dare we (for once) as we whe bo be by, | and ſhow the World, we 
are not Religious wichour Fuftice, nor Chriftians witheur Chariry: That Falſe ſelf 
ſhall not govern us againſt True ſelf; nor opportunizy make us. Thieves, to our 

Neighbours for Gods fake? the end of Teſting and Perſecuting ug very Re- 
yolution of Government. If this we can find in our Hearts to'do, and yet 
as Men, and as Chriſtians, as Engliſh Men, we doibut do our3Duty, .let the 
Penal Laws and Teſt: be Repedl'd ; and in order to ty! \Lit wi no#take theſe mea- 
ſures of men and one may give our Wiſhes and Etawugthe beſt fuc- 
ceſs for the publick that our Pofterity may have' mo n' to blefs our 
Memories for their Freedom and, Securuy, than for their Na(wre,and Inhericance. 
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